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President’s Report

You will find in this
newdetter the minutes of our
Annud Genera Medting, which
was not very wel attended this
year. They reflect the results of
much hard work on the part of
many and the accomplishments
of SAAM last year. We planon
another excitingyear for SAAM,
darting off with a presentation
from the presdent of the
Universty of Manitoba, Dr. E.
Samé&y. Wedso have severd
excdlent speakers lined up for
the Spring.

An important event that we
are dating to prepare is a
conference on the effects of
globdizetion, as viewed by
anthropol ogists, economists, and
busness. The tentative date is
set for March 11, 2000. This
kind of conference will help pool
the knowledge of many wel-
known specialists from
Manitoba and other province in
order to hdp up reflect, in this
year of the Millenium, on what
kind of future transnationd
corporations and the “Free
Trade” agreements are building
for our society. Will “what is

good for Generd Motors’
provide you with good food,
with good hedlth care?

From cradle to coffin, we
are spanked, pricked with
needles, cut open, treated and
adjusted by a commercidly
controlled and driven medica
establishment whichdefineswhat
we are and what drugs are
essentia to our well-being. In
her editorid, Monica Wiest
suggests that the drug which is
good for the pharmaceutica
industry may not be good for
you, and tha some of the
assumptions of the medicd
establishment, most particularly
its focus on individuas, may not
be acceptabl e to anthropol ogists
atentive to the power of social
dructures and indiitutions. Her
reflection is particularly relevant
as it prepares us for Dr.
Szatmary’s presentation on
diabetes and other hedth
problems in northern Canada,
which will be Saturday,
November 27 at 11:00 am. in
the conference room of the
Pembina Trail Library, 2724
Pembina Highway.

One of the great
achievements of SAAM this

year isthe preparationof aWeb
dgte for SAAM by Roy
Dudgeon, asssed by Alan
Suchan. | shdl tell you our web
address at our next meeting, and
it will beprintedin the next issue
of the newdetter. Some of you
have not yet renewed your
membership: please do so as
soon as possble as we need
your mord (and financid)
support!

Jean-Luc Chodkiewicz

IN THIS ISSUE:

* President’sreport

e Summary of Dr.
George Fulford’'s
presentation

o Editor’s Corner
« Book Review

e Minutesto the 1999
Annual General
M eeting




S.A.A.M. Presentation Summary
(September 25, 1999)

Dr. George Fulford:
Changing Concepts of Work in an
Omushkegowak Community

In this paper Professor George Fulford of
Department of Anthropology a the Universty of
Winnipeg examined changing concepts of work in
Peawanuck, an Omushkegowak (“ Swampy Cree"’)
community located near the southwest coast of
Hudson Bay, in northern Ontario. Dr. Fulford's
paper is part of a larger ethnography in progress
about the Winisk Firgt nation and is based on
observations he make during a two-year day inthis
amdl fly-in-reserve community.

Dr. Fulford began with a brief description of
Peawanuck, whichwasfollowed by a summary of his
recent research on land use, loca employment and
household income among the Omushkegowak. He
then presented an in-depth case sudy of five
Peawanuck families. Dr. Fulford discussed the high
cost of livingin Peawanuck, noting thet dl itemsinthe
locd store, which is run by the band council, are
subject to a $4.60 per kilo arfreight charge. Thus,
milk costs $4 a litre, butter $7 a pound, hamburger
$10 akilo and flour $25 for afive kilo bag. Gasoline
purchased at theloca store is $1.50 allitre. Thehigh
cost of these and other items counteracts any benefits
of the relaively low housing costs ($200 a month for
afour-bedroom bunga ow).

Dr. Fulford provided a detailed family-by-family
breakdown of household income and expendituresto
demongtrate how many Peawanuck families cannot
afford to purchase dl their foodstuffs at the loca
store.  Consequently most households in the
community continue to rely ontraditiona subsistence
activitiesto put food on the table. Thosewho cannot
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supplement their diet with ‘country food' risk
going into debt at the local store or defaulting in
their rent payments to the band council. Given
the extreme nature of wintersin Peawanuck, the
isolated nature of the community and the lack of
locd wage employment, the band council has
adopted a palicy of leniency. Tenants are not
evicted fromthar housesfor non-payment of rent
nor are customers at the store denied credit
should they be ungble to pay off their outstanding
accounts. Thelong-termeffect of this policyisto
compromise the ahility of the band council and
gtore to meet their own financia obligations.

Dr. Fulford concluded by noting that the
long-term financid hedth of Peawanuck rests on
a mix of wage employment and traditiond
subsistence activities. Indeed, one of the most
promising sources of wage employment in the
community is ecotourism, whichitsdf reliesonthe
highly-developed bush skills of locd guides and
tour operators. To deny the continuing
importance of traditiond bush skills and
subsi stenceactivitiesinPeawanuck’ seconomy is,
in thelong term, to flirt with financid ruin.

Editor’s Corner

Medicad anthropologists are congtantly
involved in Stuations where they are called upon
to apply thar anthropologica expertise to the
solution of real and often urgent problems.
Through their involvement in the hedth ream,
they have raised many questions about the
concepts of hedthand disease and thedelivery of
hedth care. The nature of ther involvement is
diverse: some medicd anthropologistswork in a
dinicd s#ting dongsde medical practitioners,
some study non-western medica sysems, while
others explore the nature of integration of two or




more medical systems. Critical medical
anthropologists andyse the impact of Western
medicine practice on the individud and society in a
capitdigtic-oriented world. Consider from such a
perspective experiences such as stress, hunger,
depression or anorexia. Hunger immediately evokes
the concept of socid, economic, and politica
inequity: but unlike hunger, are not stress, depression,
and anorexia individud problems that should be
treated individudly? Biomedicine, the dominant
medicd modd in North America, assumes the
premise of disengaged individuas who are solely
responsble for his or her own hedth. Rills are
avaldble to treat everything ‘abnormd’ from
menopause to anger to shyness to treat ‘individud’

problems (have you had socid anxiety disorder dl
these years?), it has become blatant that the
stakeholders in medicine are not only extracting
meaning from the socia redm but adso extensve
profits. This is perpetuated by pharmaceutical
companies, obsessed with patents and profits, who
seek to exploit and control resourceful areas, beit an
ecologicd area or a spedific illness. The power of
biomedicine, judified by its marketable and
‘objective’ prowess, lies in its adllity to individudize
and, thus, depoliticize peopl€ s Sate of well-being.

Nancy Scheper-Hughes portrays an extreme
example of thisinher gpplied study of a northeastern
Brazil favela (shantytown) in which hunger is
diagnosed as a nerve sickness — by politicians,
physcians and ‘the hungry’ — and is treated with
tranquillizers rather than food. Like hunger in Brazl,
gress has become medicalized here in Canada
Tranquilizers, deegping pills, therapy, herbs (and for
those who can afford it, massage therapy,
aromatherapy, €etc.) are treatmentsto combat stress
and fatigue from hectic schedules and demanding
inditutions. While we understand stress may be
rootedinexcessveworkloads (among other factors),
we dill treat the consequentia stress as an illness of
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the individua rather than questioning the socid
and palitica dructuresthat trigger or worsen the
conditions.

The ability to individudize treatment has
undoubtedly saved countlesslives and prevented
the occurrence of life-threatening or undesirable
conditions (undesirable by whom, though?). At
the same time, treatment isfrequently impersond,
experimenta, and devoid of meaning: in the
attempt to ‘combat’ disease, thereislittle effort
to acknowledge persond or cultural experientia
knowledge and beliefs. The result is alack of
genuine heding, either emotiond or spiritual, of
those affected directly or indirectly by theillness.

The structure and practice of biomedicine is
grikingly relevant for socid scientists concerned
with the integrity of humanity when we consider
that the Western medicd system is rdiant upon
and driven by cepitdit premises. The
commodification of our hedth will only become
more ubiquitous if individuas and groups do not
try to identify and protest againg the roots of this
problem. Nonetheless, an understanding of the
macro level issuesdoes not deny the importance
of exploring the experience with illness of
individuds or socid groups nor doesit confine us
to neglect the micro leve of interaction between
gysdems and individuds In this light, any
gpproach to addressing illnessis bound to one's
gppraisa of the problem.

How one defines hedlth, or the ‘ absence of
disease or illness shapes one's perspective,
research and communicationof amedical system.
There exists much debate about the approaches,
roles and responsibilities of medical
anthropologists in the context of a dominant
biomedicd mode — as interpreters, facilitators,
educators, researchers, and/or critiquers. Inthis
commentary | by no means pretend to address




the divergity of perspectives and experiencesinherent
in the fidd of medical anthropology. As such, it
would be useful to to hear from those involved inthe
explorationofillness experiencesto better understand
the srengths and limitations and varying experiences
of the different gpplied roles. It would be effective to
examine theserolesinterms of their conjunction with
biomedicine, dongsde an andyss of the vaues,
processesand practicesthat have shaped our medica
system (a long-winded call for such presenters at
SAAM mestingd).

MonicaWiest
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Book Review

Death Without Weeping: The Violence of
Everyday Life in Brazl, by Nancy Scheper-
Hughes. Berkdey: Universty of CdiforniaPress,
1992. 614 pp.

Death Without Weeping: The Everyday
Violence of Brazl is a powerful and doquently
written ethnography which addresses pertinent
and contemporary anthropologica concerns.
Everyday violence-imposed by centuries of
various forms of domination and
inequaity—hunger, mother love and child death
are centra themes in Nancy Scheper-Hughes
andyss of everyday life in a margindized
northeastern Brazil rurd town. Scheper-Hughes
writes Death Without Weeping after returningto
a Brazlian shantytown 18 years after her initid
experience as a Peace Corps volunteer. Her
vivid and personal account focuses primarily on
the women and children (who are predominant
numericdly in this town) who endure chronic
hunger, manutrition, and experience aclimate of
‘ordinary’ child degath. By tracing the
colonid higtory of the local plantationeconomy to
the present-day sugar industry, the author
contexudizes the locd socid reations and
surviva drategies of people deding with poverty
and hunger. In the firg part of the book, she
discusses the hunger which has been gradudly
transformed into a polysemic iliness nervos. She
argues that nervos is a condition that has been
medicaized and treated with tranquilizers and
pain killersinstead of food—and structural change.
Thelatter half consders maternd behaviour and
child deeth. The author examines how mothers
make choicesabout the survivd of their children,
based on a child's behaviourd predisposition to
survivd, or itswill to live

As one might guess, Death Without
Weeping is not a neutrd account, but it is an




honest one. Scheper-Hughes, sdf-admittedly, is
quite politicd and criticd of the paliticians, socia
scientists and scientists who have misrepresented or
even masked the underlying causes of the socid
uffering that exists in so much of the impoverished
Northeast Brazil. Rich for those interested in
anthropol ogi cal theory, methodol ogy and gpplication,
Death Without Weeping raises difficult questions of
mora and ethicd rddivian. The author provides a
relevant critique on the assumption of a vaue-free
science (and observation) and, in doing so, manages
to gracefully straddle the gap between an empirica
and hermeneutic representation of people withwhom
shelived. Not only astudy, she overcame her initid
resstence and actively engaged on a political level
with the community at itsingstence. Her motivation,
in the end, | think was to try to raise people’ s socid
consciousness(es)about their daily suffering. While
this effort may be contentious to some, the underlying
message, that anthropology should be active and
committed, is Sgnificant to goplied anthropologists.

Annual General Meeting for the
Society for Applied Anthropology in
M anitoba of 26 September, 1999

SAAM members met for the 1999 Annud Generdl
Meseting a the Mennonite Centrd Church in Fort
Gary. Present were: Jean-L uc Chodkiewicz, Menno
Wiebe, George Fulford, Mark Manzer, Monica
Wiest, George Nikou, Ray

Dudgeon, Allan Suchan, Bonnie Trodden, Doug
Weatson, SylviaMartins, Paula Migliardi. The mesting
opened with Presdent Jean-Luc Chodkiewicz
recapitulating the year's events.  In addition to its
regular monthly lecture series, highlights of the year
included SAAM’s hosting of a conference on the
Northern Flood Agreement at the Univergty of
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Winnipeg in February and publication of a
volume of papers presented at the conference
under the joint auspices for the Centre for
Ruperts Land Studiesin August. George Fulford,
Secretary, read the Presdent’s activity report,
reprinted in the September 1999 newdetter.
Bonnie moved that the President’s report be
accepted. This motion was seconded by Mark
Manzer and passed unanimoudy by dl members
in atendance. Mak Manzer, Treasurer,
presented his annua financia report. Menno
Wiebe complemented Mr. Manzer's efforts in
preparing the report.  As this was the first year
SAAM had hosted a conference and published
its proceedings, Mr. Wiebe suggested that it
would be desirable to append a statement to the
Treasurer’s report dealing dl income and
expenses related to the conference and
publication. Menno Wiebethen moved to accept
the report. The motionwas seconded by Monica
Wiest and passed unanimoudy.

Following this were dections for the
19992001 SAAM Executive. Menno Wiebe
was nominated for President by Allan Suchan,
seconded by Monica Wiest. Mr. Wiebe
reluctantly turned down the position and in turn
nominated Jean-Luc Chodkiewicz for another
term. His nomination was seconded by George
Fulford. Jean-Luc commented that he had
aready served as President for two terms and
indicated hisrel uctance to continue inthe position
for another full teem. He dso dtated that he
would be in Mexico for the 2000-2001
academic year and thus would unableto serve as
Presdent during that time.  Allan Suchan
suggested that Dr. Chodkiewicz consider
accepting the position for one year, leaving the
Executive time to find a suiteble candidate to
replace hm.  Dr. Chodkiewicz agreed to Mr.
Suchan’'s suggestion and was  unanimoudy
returned as President.




Bonnie nominated Menno Wiebe as Vice-
President. Her nomination was seconded by George
Fulford. Mr. Wiebe accepted the nomination and
was unanimoudy dected. Mark Manzer nominated
Gary Granzbergas Vice-Presdent. Thismotionwas
seconded by Bonnie. Dr. Chodkiewicz noted that Dr.
Granzberg was absent from the meseting and that the
result of any vote for the Vice-President’s position
would be contingent on Dr. Granzberg accepting the
nominaion.  With this qudification, members
unanimoudly voted Dr. Granzberg Vice-Presdent.

Doug Watson nominated George Fulford as
Secretary. This was seconded by George Nikou.
Dr. Fulford accepted the nomindion and the
members unanimoudy returned him as Secretary.

Menno Wiebe nominated Mark Manzer for a
second term as Treasurer.  Allan Suchan seconded
the motion. Mr. Manzer accepted the nomination
and was returned to the position unanimoudy.

MonicaWiest nominated Allan Suchanas editor
of the newdetter (a position he has held since last
year). The nominaion was seconded by Doug
Watson. Mr. Suchan accepted the nomination, but
indicated that he would only be able to serve as
editor for one year. Bonnie Trodden moved that the
position of co-editor be created. This was seconded
by George Fulford and accepted by a unanimous
vote of the members. Bonniethen nominated Monica
Wiest as co-editor. The motion was seconded by
George Fulford. Ms. Wiest accepted the nomination
and members voted unanimoudy to dect her to the
newly-created position.

Mark Manzer nominated Doug Watson as
SAAM student representative at the University of
Manitoba. The nomination was seconded by Roy
Dudgeon. Doug accepted the position and the
members voted unanimoudy in support of the
candidate. George Fulford nominated Kimberley
Wilde as SAAM dudent representative a the
Universty of Winnipeg. The nomination was
seconded by Mark Manzer, who noted that as the
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candidatewasnot present at the meeting, the find
results of the vote would be contingent on her
acceptance of the pogition. Withthis qudlification,
members voted unanimoudy in support of the
candidate.

Following the eection of the 1999-2001
SAAM Executive, Dr. Chodkiewicz invited
members to discuss new busness. Menno
Wiebe suggested that the Presdent of SAAM
meet withthe newly-elected Premier of Manitoba
and his (as yet unannounced) Minister of
Northern Affairsand present themwithcopies of
SAAM’s proceedings on the Northern Flood
Agreement conference.  Dr. Chodkiewicz
endorsed Mr. Wiebe' s idea and also noted the
importance of establishing a SAAM website.

George Fulford presented amotionto create
an executive positionof Webmaster. Themotion
was seconded by Mark Manzer and unanimoudy
supported by al members. Roy Dudgeon and
Allan Suchan indicated their willingnessto serve
aswebmagters. George Fulford nominated Roy
Dudgeon as webmaster. This was seconded by
Mark Manzer. Mr. Dudgeon was eected into
the newly-created pogtion unanimoudy. Menno
Wiebe movedthat Allan Suchanbe nominated as
assigant webmaster.  The nomindion was
seconded by Mark Manzer. Allan Suchan was
unanimoudy elected assstant webmaster.
Following this the discussion of new business
ended and the annua mesting of SAAM ended.
Additiond note: Dr. G. Granzberg declined the
nomination to the post of Vice-President.

Make sure you listen for the
address of our new web site at the
next SAAM meeting on Saturday,

November 27!




