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President’s Report

It is my pleasure, as your new
President, to extend a welcome
to the continued activities of the
Society for Applied
Anthropology in  Manitoba.
Chalengeisbeforeus, in part as
a norma expectation of the
change in adminidration. Our
changeover came a anawkward
time to achieve smooth and
uninterrupted continuity, hence,
there has been some delay in
formulating a new year's
program and in launching a date
of activiies and manageable
communicetion operations. As
former President Jean-Luc
Chodkiewicz pointed out in the
last newsletter, new
adminigrations often find it
appropriate to look criticaly at
the objectives of an organization.
| am pleased to report that your
Executive has been hard at work
in this respect. The lengthy first
meeting of the Executive in late
October was encouraging and
ingoiring; it reinforced SAAM
commitment to a broad range of
issues and objectives, many of
which are sketched by members
of the Executive in this
newdetter. The range of issues
before us reflects a vibrant

academic and practising
resource base in the region as
wdl as a commitment to
address a congderable range of
issues affecting people in the
region—from livelihood
sudainability and housing to
questions of hedth and hedth
care access, from ecological
and economic impacts of
change to political processes of
community engagement, and
from concerns about equity and
judtice to active drategies for
monitoring and critiquing public
policy.

The tradition of drawing
upon the first hand experiences
of local researchers and
prectitioners in the form of
invited presentations continues
to have srong support. And
there are vidons of future
conferences on the scale of
those so successfully organized
by SAAM on the Northern
Flood Agreement and on
Globdization and Community,
but not necessarily as annual
events. Interest is also
expressed indternative forms of
discourse, induding discussion
forums and occasiona focussed
workshops. As a result of our
rich discusson, we have

decided to usethe current year to
sample a variety of formats and
fod. One thing for sure — in a
dngle year we will be able to
address only a portion of the
interesting possihilities aready
proposed inour planning mesting.
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The November 25 meeting of SAAM
focussed on researchethics. The organization was
rather unorthodox for SAAM, but a resounding
success in terms of issue probing and participant
involvement. It aso brought SAAM concerns and
activities to the attention of a broader audience
through the welcome participationof First Nations
sudents in Native Studies, Natural Resources
Inditute, and Socid Work at the Universty of
Manitoba. What better can be achieved than to
generate astrong desire to continue the discussion.
Consequently, the next meeting, to be hed January
27, 2001, will draw from the thoughtful research
and action engagement of several of these students,
and others, to assess effectiveness of a number of
indtitutionalized research ethics guiddines.

While the intent behind such guiddines is
protection of researched communities and
individuas, the paliticd redity is an emphasis on
legd protection of inditutions from which such
work is launched. Stuationd and/or culturd
differencesaretoo oftengivenonly token attention.
For example, “informed consent” is far more
complicated thanexpressingto potential informants
or consultants on€'s research objectives and
possible dangers or benefits of any proposed
work, and then recording “consent” in some
fashion recognized in our society. These concerns
g far beyond the community of practisng
anthropologists to a broad multidisciplinary
audience. It bodes wdl for SAAM to spearhead
local coordination of expressed interest and
assembled wisdom.

Our mesting venue changed out of November
necessty, so we desire further opportunity to
explore options. Our November 25 medting was
hed in alecture hal of the University of Winnipeg.
Our next mesting will be across Spence Street in
Menno Simons College, and may become our
gable new home. This venue offers the warmth,
light, and “roundtable’ atmosphere offered by the

Pembina Trails Library, and the priceisvery right!
Whatever the venue, we are trying to offer
interesting and relaivdy “light and hedthy” lunch
items for those with a noon-time appetite.
Contributions towards lunch will continue to be
welcomed.

Severa practicd matters must be faced by
SAAM. Attendance a mestingsis quite varigble,
and membership renewas are low enough to
threaten Society continuity. On a limited budget,
how do we remain in touchwith the membership?
Why isthe well-designed and effectively-managed
website 0 infrequently visted? What is the role of
what has become a qudity newdetter? Who is
reading it, and why isthe pool of contributors so
small? How can we sustain newdetter production
with input limited to such a smdl group of
participants? Based on my own adminidrative
experience involving foundation of and explicit
initiatives to “inditutiondize’ another newdetter, |
have recommended fewer newdetters per year.
Accordingly, this year we am to produce three
issues — one in early Fdl, onein mid Winter, and
onein late Spring. The current issueis the second
in this volume a third one is to appear in late
Spring 2001.

Any association’'s survivd is dependent upon
engagement  of its membership. Association
vibrancy can be the product of particular office-
holders for a time (and to Jean-Luc goes much
credit for the last severd successful yeard), but is
not likdy sustainable if heavily dependent upon
regular individudized persuasion or reminders. Our
greatest chdlenge is to create an organization
whose expertise and service generates anongoing
expectation in the community. To dl those who
desire SAAM to have continuity, | urge someform
of regular participation in SAAM events and
initiatives —through attendance and participationin
mestings, through regular response to open
invitations to contribute to your regiona newd etter




discusson forum, or through service on the

Executive, but hopefully though some combination
of dl these channdls.

Raymond Wiest

President, SA.AM.

Editor’s Corner

The flury of debate, denia, anger and
embarrassment surrounding the details of Patrick
Tierney’s book, Darkness in El Dorado: How
Scientists and Journalists Devastated the
Amazon comes a atime in which anthropology,
and of course other socia sciences, are atempting
to become increesingly reflexive and sensitive to
the limitations of truth and objectivity and the
politics of presentation and representation of
people involved in research. Therevedionsin El
Dorado have placed anthropology in the media
limdight, causing many professonasto wring their
hands and imagine the disreputation of the
discipline. Others may perceive this contention as
anopportunity for further reflectionand re-andys's
of theexpectations, poeticsand politicsof research
into order to reevauate and rework the ways in
whichanthropol ogistspursue, implement, and write
about their research. Whoisfunding theresearch?
Who benefits?

Atissueisasoresearchers perceptions about
project ‘subjects or ‘participants and the role
they play in the research project. Perceptions and
behaviour, which affect the nature of methodology
and the way in which researchers relae to
individuds involved in a study, are shaped and
guided by a set of ethica principles, established by
a sponsoring inditution. Very frequently, these
ethical principles are protective measure for the
researcher and inditution rather than being
particularly relevant or protective for those being
studied.

The reveded incidences in ‘El Dorado

prompted the American Anthropological
Association to create an Ad Hoc Committee to
review its statements on ethics and human rights,
consult other sources (documents and individuas)
and coordinate withother organizations potentialy
pursuing invedigations, including those in
Venezuda and Brazil (for acompleteand detailed
list, seehttp:/Aww.ameranthassn.org/committees/
ethicgethicshtm). The motivation to review and
reflect not only comesfromwithin the discipline but
adso from those who have been or are being
sudied. By working withsuch groups to creste a
code of ethicsthat is open, respectful and aware,
the possibility for informed, humanisticaly oriented
research becomes dl the more achievable.
Notwithstanding this optimistic prognos's, as Ray
Wiest remarked, "guiddinesfor ethicsin research
cannot be construed as a recipe for successtul
fieldwork or participatory action; research ethicsis
about awareness of biasand vauedifferences, and
about respect, undergtanding, and implications of
power" (S.A.A.M. executive mesting, December,
2000).

MonicaWiest

S.A.A.M. Presentation Summary
November 25, 2000

On November 25, 2000 the Society for
Applied Anthropology inManitobahdd the first of
two medtings to be devoted to the discussion of
the ethics of doing research in Aborigina
communities  The fird meeting, prompted by
concerns voiced to SAAM membersby anumber
of Aborigind graduate students from various
depatments a the Universty of Manitoba,
focussed on identifying ethicd issues raised in
doing research in Aborigind communities.

Eal Stevenson, a graduate sudent at the
Natural ResourcesIndtitute, began the meeting by
introducing himsdf and reflecting on his own




experience of the ethics review process at the
Universty of Manitoba Stevenson expressed his
concernthat the Ethics Review Guiddinesinplace
at the Universty of Manitoba (modelled on the
current  Tri-Council Guiddines pertaining to
Research on Human Subjects) are written in a
grongly academic and legd jargon which is
inaccessble to most people in First Nations
communities. He commented that the ethics
guiddines do not incorporate Aborigina ways of
knowing and fall to articulate culturdly appropriate
ways to conduct research in First Nations
communities. Stevenson noted the generd falure
of non-Native socia scientists to carefully
transcribe and cite the words of ther Aborigina
collaborators and questioned the validity of
(re)interpretinginformationfromsuchcollaborators
when it was not thoroughly documented. He dso
lamented the lack of scholarship on research
methodologies written from an  Indigenous
perspective, dting Maori scholar Linda Smith's
book Decolonizing Methodologies as an
exemplary work in this genre.

Many of the spesakers following Stevenson
echoed his concerns about the inadequacies of the
Tri-Council Ethics Guiddines. One recurring
theme was the lack of indigenous perspectives in
muchcurrent socid science literature pertaining to
Firg Nations. Kathryn Irvine, a graduate student
in Socia Work, commented on how impersona
depictions of Aborigind people as "victims of the
sysem” overlook the persona achievements of
many individuas, thereby perpetuating negative
stereotypes.  Alison Edmunds, who is doing a
thessinNative Studiesonlnuit artistsin Labrador,
remarked how much literature on Inuit artists is
market-driven and ignores what the artidts
themsdves actudly think about their work.

An atmosphere of mutua respect and cam
characterized the meding. Nevertheless, some
participants voiced strong and at times opposing

viewpoints. Native Studies sudent AlisonDubois
confessed her misgivings about anthropological
research in Firgt Nations communities  She
observed that as an Aborigina person she did not
want to be studied. On the issue of note-taking
(raised by the Secretary of SAAM, whosejobit is
to record dl meetings), Dubois questioned the
practice of paraphrasing individuas rather than
caefully quating them, which she observed often
contributed to the promotion of negetive and racist
stereotypes. Duboisaso criticized the practice of
anthropologists being paid royaties for
ethnographies which they have written with help
from largely unpaid Aborigina collaborators. On
this point Jean-Luc Chodkiewicz (Associate
Professor of Anthropology at the Universty of
Manitoba) voiced his disagreement.  While
recognizing that many anthropol ogistshave not fuly
appreciated the impact of their characterizations of
Firs Nations communities in the ethnographies
which they have written, Chodkiewicz stated that
some anthropologists have made consderable
persona and professond sacrifices in order to
undertake research in First Nations communities

Reflecting on the many changes he has seen
over the past 30 years in atitudes towards
conducting research among Indigenous peoples,
SAAM President Ray Wiest noted that socia
science can contribute to solving serious problems
around theworld. As a cogent example he cited
his own research on Bengdi garment workers.
Through participatory methods such asdiscussion
groups and action research, Wiest's Bengdi
research team, together with their collaboratorsin
the garment trade, have the opportunity to gain a
new underdanding of the postion of garment
workers in arepressve society that is drawn into
globalized exploitation. Wiest and his graduate
sudents areattemptingtofacilitategarment worker
connections with each other and aso with
internationd  labour organizations, thereby




contributing to the possibility of changing loca and
internationa labour standards.

The importance of conducting ethical research
indiverse communitieswas repeatedly emphasized
throughout the meeting and it was agreed by the
SAAM Executive to host a second medting to
further explorethisissue at Menno Smons College
on January 27, 2001. Genera issues to be
considered at our next megtingwill include: (1) the
dructure of ethics review boards, (2) the best
means of indilling respongble attitudes in social
sence researchers conducting research in
Aborigind and other diverse communities; (3)
acknowledging mistakes and forming a basis for
mutual understanding and respect among socia
science researchers, their students and research
collaborators.

Book Review

Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and
Indigenous People, by Linda Tuhiwa Smith.
New York: Zed Books, 1999

Decolonizing Methodol ogies: Research and
Indigenous People is, firdly, a book written for
Indigenous researchers by a Maori researcher.
Non-Indigenousresearchersarenot excludedfrom
this project; there is an impliat invitation to
participate in the transformation of research
processes and the broader socia contextsinwhich
research is conducted. However, the centering
discourse of this book is the repostioning of
Indigenous peoples and Indigenous knowledge
sydems and the devdopment of research
methodol ogies, methods, and ethicd guiddinesthat
areinherently Indigenous.

Tuhiwai Smith designed her approach as a
series of essays that chdlenge the historical and
contemporary epistemology of Western
knowledge. Smith explores the intersections of
imperidism, knowledge and research, and the

territory in which dternative knowledge sysems
and ways of knowing aticulate. Smith likens
imperidisam to a virus that finds new ways to
re-formand re-create itsdlf, res stant to antibodies.
Colonidiam, as an outpost of imperidiam, drawn
fromimperidigtimaginations, becomes animege of
an imperidig future sAf.

Research, from the perspective of this
Indigenous writer, is bound by Western ideology;
knowledge has been colonized, and researchers
are the experts who dl too often perpetuate this
process. Indigenous views of history are negated
because of the inherent chdlenge and resistanceto
the misson of colonization.  Post-colonial
discourse presumesthat the lessons of colonization
have been learned; Tuhiwai Smith argues that
colonization is alayered process that continues to
have a profound impact on Indigenous peoples.
Decol onizationis a processof centering Indigenous
experience in higoricdl and contemporary
discourse, firgly by re-creating and re-daming
dternative Indigenous histories and knowledges,
and secondly, by developing Indigenous projects
that contribute to the multi-layered processes of
s f-determination.

Sdf-determination in this context becomes
more than a palitical agenda or outcome-rather, it
isagod of socid judtice, within locd, regiond and
globa communities.  Decolonization, heding,
trandformation, and mobilization are processes
through which communities move in complex and
non-linear ways. The chdlenge for Indigenous
researchers is equaly complex. Medting the
demands of academic communities based on
Western traditions that have deeply ruptured the
trus of Indigenous peoples in research and
researchersis only one part. Developing ethicaly
respectful methodol ogiesand methodsthat address
these issues, and that incorporate the vaues of the
Indigenous communitiesinvolved, is another part.




Indigenous researchers are a so confronted with
the shift in relaionship that comes with therole of
researcher, oftenina home community. Indigenous
peoples are il forced to defend their knowledge
systems and their home territoriesfromthe ongoing
Western agendas that destroy rainforests, mine
resources, flood territories, patent genetic materiad
and tribd medicine, commodify spiritudity, and
otherwisedirect, classfy, and interpret Indigenous
peoples ways of knowing within Western
paradigms. Indigenous researchersare faced with
the chdlenge of overcoming adistrust that they had
little to do with creeting.

The scope of Tuhiwai Smith's critique is
wide-ranging, carefully wrought, and tightly woven.
The underlying project seeks to reclam control
over Indigenous ways of knowing and being; the
author addresses the complex dimensons of this
task in theoretica and pragmatic ways. Her
critigue moves beyond the deconstruction of
Western knowledge systems to articulate
Indigenous projects which developed out of the
pursuit of socid judice. Claming, tesimonies,
gorytdling, remembering, indigenizing, revitalizing,
envisoning, discovering, and reclaming are afew
of the projects that are being undertaken by
Indigenous and non-Indigenous researchers and
organizations in globd, regiond, and local
communities.

The methodologies and methods that she
proposes include non-Indigenous researchers as
collaboretive partnersin academic settings and in
community research projects. The chalenge, to
non-Indigenous researchersisto participate in the
transformation inherent in the process of
decolonization of Western and Indigenous
knowledge systems. Loss of privilege, and the
power that is assumed with privilege, is both the
consequence and the gift of that process. Itisdso
a chdlenge for inditutiona change, for shifting of
the paradigms that exclude other-than-Western

ways of knowing, learning, teaching, and being.
For disciplinessuchas Anthropol ogy—whichhave,
to agreat degree, been devel oped fromIndigenous
peoplesknowledge systems-the debt isenormous,
the gratitude so far expressed minimd, and the
chdlenge to transform is both great, and
imperative.

Kimberley Wilde

Hot off the Press

Darkness in El Dorado: How Scientists and
Journalists Devastated the Amazon, by Patrick
Tierney. Norton, 2000.

Reviewed by Michad Lambek in The Globe and
Mail, December 23, 2000.

Announcing a New Jour nal

A new journd hasmadeitsappearance: Social
Justice: Anthropology, Peace and Human
Rights The first issue arrived in December 2000:
Winter/Spring 2000, Vaume 1, Numbersl - 4,
ISSN 1563-1036. Issues will appear twice each
year. The fdlowing is drawn from an opening
gatement by Robert A. Rubingten, editor (p. 1):
“Social Judtice is the officd journa of the
Commisson on Peace and Human Rights
Internationd  Union of Anthropologica and
Ethnologicd Science (IUAES). Through its
members, the Commission encourages empirica
and theoretica work on the full range of topics
relating to human rights and collective security.
These efforts focus on many criticdly important
contemporary aspects of the socid and cultura
dynamics of peace and conflict, including among
many others. the socid and cultura consequences
of militaiam; forced migraion; genocide; the
continuing threat of nuclear disaster; inter-state
rivaries and intratate violence; the nature ... [of]
internationa  interventions, the exploitation of




individuas and groupsintheserviceof palitics, and
the violation of human rights through processes of
globalization. The publication of Social Justice
marks a new phasein the work of the IUAES in
the areas of peace and human rights.”

“... [T]he IUAES Commisson on Urgent
Anthropology has for decades brought together
anthropol ogists from around the globe to respond
to threats posed by colonialism and its heritage to
thelivelihoodsand lifeways of indigenous peoples.”
The Commissonbeganitsfocusonpeace in1983.
Specific interest in conflict and conflict resolution
led to an interest inhuman rights. This new journa
isin part an outgrowth of the IUAES newsjournd
Human Peace edited by Professor Paul Doughty,
Univergty of Horida, awell-known active gpplied
anthropologi<.

This fird issue contains nineteen origind
essays. A few examples mugt suffice: “Witcheraft
and the Cold Wa” by Paul R. Turner; “The
Defense of Dally Life’ by LisePegttie; “Conflict is
a Western Worldview” by Alice B. Kehoe; “On
Dominant Ideologica Rivary, War and Peace” by
Oladijo O. Okediji; “The Mutud Relevance of
Anthropology and Peace Studies’ by Ledie E.
Sponsdl; “Dedres for Peace vs. the Cultures of
Violence in Colombia’ by Paul L. Doughty; and
“Peacekeeping Under Fire: Undergtanding the
Social Condruction of the Legitimacy of
Multinationd Intervention” by Robert A.
Rubingen.

New ldeas, Future Directions

SA.A.M., inits attempt to address pertinent
issues and the interests of its membership (and to
attract new members), has identified severa
ggnificant themes that it hopes to pursue in the
future. This lig is not exhaudive of entertained
ideas (for example, hedth/ medica anthropol ogy,

and SA.A.M. asasocia and legd monitor). Bear
in mind, not dl these ideas will transpire into
presentations or meding in this current year!
Given that ingght, forethought and contacts are
needed to effectivdy promote these issues,
S.A.AM. eagerly invites feedback and specific
suggedtions. Tak to a member of the executive,
go to our websiteto contact us, or e-mail Monica
at umwiestm@cc.umanitoba.ca

When asked to submit a piece deding with
"environmenta issues," suggesting new directions
whichmight be of interest or relevanceto thefuture
activitiesof S. A. A. M. Roy C. Dudgeoninstead
submitted a piece on "ecology”. He explains the
digtinction betweenthe two terms, the retionde for
‘confusion’, and the necessity for clarification.

Seeing Green:
Ecology & Applied Anthropology

Quite smply, the two terms, “environment”
and “ecology” are not synonymous. Technicdly,
"environment” refers merely to our inorganic
surroundings or, more generdly, isasynonym for
"context." Thisis, of course, the term of choice of
the transnationa corporate media, which has dso
been picked up by paliticd leaders and by much
recent scholarship dedling with what are better
described as ecologicad problems. There are
political reasons for this snce an ecologica
approach carries implications which might
chdlenge both the dominant world view and the
patterns of socia organization currently referred to
as"globdization,” whichthe transnationd capitalist
class continue to promote.

The fird is that ecology primarily implies the
study of living systems, and only secondarily their
links to inorganic sysems (the "environment").
Such a view chdlenges both the ideology and




practices of capitalist science and culture, which
have long both thought about, and acted upon
nature as though it were dead, inert, inorganic
materid. Ecology argues that this is part of the
problem: nature mugt be treated withmore respect
and thoughtfulness precisely because organic
systems can be irreparably harmed.

Secondly, an emphasis upon the
“environment,” or "environmentdism” leaves out
any explidt reference to the relationd or holigtic
approach to understanding such complex organic
sysems which ecology proposes. Such an
approach, for example, studies the linkages
between the val ues, patterns of social organization,
and technol ogieswhichare currently promoted and
pursued by transnationa capitdiam, and argues
that its goa's and techniques are maadaptive at all
three levels. This is why the word "ecology” is
seldom mentioned in the transnationa corporate
media

Such a rdationd approach is dso ecology's
greatest strength and, to the extent that it pursues
an halistic approach, anthropology's as well. It
would dlow us, as both applied anthropologists
and as members of S. A. A. M., to understand the
linkages between most if not dl of the major issues
which we have pursued in recent years. Mega
projects such as hydro-electric development in
northern Manitoba, for example, are obvioudy
linked to issues of socid judtice regarding the
peoples of Cross Lake and other northern
communities. They adso perfectly reflect the
centralized patterns of devdopment currently
promoted by capitdist culture, and therefore the
links between large centrdized deveopment
planningand the ongoing processesof globdization
in terms of how we organize our production.
Consequently, they are dso linked to our interest
iNNGOsand their attemptsto chalenge or modify
current patterns and paradigms of "devel opment.”

Besides thar socia impacts, of course, such

centralized planning and patterns of organization
adso have ecologicd impacts. A relationd
approach dlows us to examine such detrimental
socia and ecologica impactsas aninherent part of
the functioning of a larger, sef-consgtent culturd
system: that of transnationa capitdism. Only if we
understand the way in which the technologies,
patterns of socia organization, and ideology which
this system promotes are mutualy supportive
aspects of alarger system, however, can we begin
to tackle the detrimental socid and ecological
effects whichit promotes. In other words, various
problems and issues mugt not be considered in
isolation fromone another, but dways with an eye
to the linkages between them. Only then can we
begin to understand the true scope of the various
interconnected crises which confront us as we
enter the new millenium.

Globalization

Continued interest in andyss of globdization
phenomena and globa processes follows easily
upon the success of the Globdization and
Community conference organized by SAAM last
year. Ongoing concern withsocietal impacts, both
locdly and elsawhere in the world, encourages
more atention to this important theme. Among a
variety of possible follow-ups, thereisprospect for
acloselook a the garment industry in Bangladesh
asit relatesto the changing lives of women and the
families they reae to through supportive
relationshipsand/or effortsto distance themsdves.
Severa dimensons of this research arelikdy to be
of interex to SAAM members including
implications for: 1) sustainable liveihoods of
disenfranchised rura peoples who seek urban
dternatives, 2) socid relation shifts, 3) redization
of worker rights, protections, and health, and 4)
therole of researchersinfadlitating socid solidarity
and access to knowledge. Ray Wiest and Hela
Mohiuddin are prepared to offer apresentationto




SAAM members sometime prior to the departure
of Held for further fiddwork in June 2001
Hopefully, there will be word in the near future of
publisher acceptance and a publicationplanfor last
year's Globdization and Community conference.

Non-Governmental Organizations:
Comparative Analysisand Collaboration

The presentation by Jerry Buckland in
September 2000 set the stage for an engaging
focus within SAAM onthe comparative operations
and impacts of various NGOs, particularly those
with a prominent local presence. Representatives
of sdected NGOs (e.g., Mennonite Centra
Committee, Oxfam, Save the Children, World
Vigon) migt be invited to spesk a SAAM
meetings. SAAM may be able to contribute
condructively by acting as a monitor of different
NGO philosophies, approaches and strategies.
Partnering with some NGO initigtives may be a
redigtic and exciting option for SAAM.

Peace in Anthropological Per spective

There has been a broadly-based interest in
peace among anthropologists around the globe,
and now this interest has coalesced in a new
journd: Social Justice: Anthropol ogy, Peaceand
Human Rights officid journa of the Commission
on Peace and Human Rights, International Union
of Anthropologica and Ethnologica Science (see
review in this newdetter). SAAM members are
likely to find this a provocative and postive focus
of attentioninthe near future, and one likdy to lead
to important linkages for action. SAAM might
build upon the well-established academic and
applied focus on peace in our community in the
Menno Simons College program.

Mentoring for Students

As noted in the President’s report, SA.A.M.
IS re-examining its objectives and exploring ways

in which it can develop, improve, and better serve
its members.  Accordingly, the April 2000
newdetter raised this issue and offered severd
future directions for SA.A.M.  Along with the
suggedtion of the formation of temporary or
permanent partnerships with loca organizations,
professonal development sessons to facilitate
traning to efectivdy write proposals, access
funding, and work with the press, lavyers,
government, etc., and focussed discussions which
revolve aound job experience, problems,
successes, limitations, learning experiences, new
techniques, the idea of a mentorship program for
students or newly practisng anthropologists was
aso suggested. The following is presented as a
step towards the crestion of an organized
mentorship program.

Aninformd ‘mentoring program’ could occur
via occasionad focussed workshops. While Al
graduatestudentshavetheir advisor and committee
members as academic support to their projects, it
would noretheless be ussful for students to have
the opportunity to present their work and to have
the feedback of practitioners, community
members, professors, and other project
stakeholders. Suchanexercisewould givestudents
guidance withtheir projects and research, enhance
branstorming and communication between
stakeholders, experienced practitioners and
aspiring applied anthropologists. In order to open
the diadogue beyond academia, ‘green’
practitioners / researchers could aso be
incorporated into these discussions. These
sessons might occur in the form of regular
SA.AM. presentations, in which 4-5 people
would have the opportunity to present ther
projects. Alternatively, an annua haf-day or day
workshop would aford opportunity to more
indviduals to share ideas, knowledge, and
experience.




S.A.AM. Follow-up

Exploring new issuesand addressing ‘ breaking
news isimportant for S A.A.M. asisevidenced in
the nature of our presentations and conferences.
To resst falowing only the bandwagon, it is also
important to revist subjects that (despite our
media-oriented world would have people believe)
are ongoing, unfolding, and evolving. S.A.A.M.
presentations are interactive events, sometimes
withreal consequences—and those consequences
should be communicated to the membership at
large. In this spirit, SA.A.M. has revidted two
gonificant items presented in the last two years.
The Northen Flood Agreement: Cross Lake and
“The Habitat Inner City Millennium Project”:
Habitat for Humanity.

We invite further reflections on these topics
and / or current information!

The Twenty-third Anniversary of the Signing
of the Northern Flood Agreement

When Manitoba Hydro commenced
congtructionof the Churchill-NelsonHydroglectric
Project of the early 1970's, they did so without the
consent of five Cree communities to be
subgantidly affected. As it turns out, the
traditiond lands, their economy and ways of life
are even more serioudy affected than anticipated.

With congtruction of the project aready wdl
underway, the governments of Canada, Manitoba
and Manitoba Hydro signed the Northern Flood
Agreement (NFA) with the five Cree nations,
induding Pimicikamak Cree Nation (PCN) at
Cross Lake. Tha moment in time held the bold
possibility that hydro development would include
impacted Aborigind peoplesasbeneficiaries of the
development and prosperity of the province. Even
so, the NFA was not the choice of PCN. They
entered it under extreme duress, and only after
their higtoricdly occupied lands were devastated
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by the flooding. Although four of the five Cree
communities in the Nelson River network have
recently opted for an dternative implementation
agreement, the Cross L ake people are holding the
government to the original NFA of 1977.

Twenty three years later, Manitoba and the
rest of Canada have risento the globd pinnacle of
socio-economic status. Y et, Aborigind peoples, as
noted by the United Nations human rights
monitoring bodies, have been left far behind.
Despite treaty guarantees for protection of
traditional lands, the negative impact on hunting,
trapping and fishing territorieshas been subgtantia.
If hydro development has proven to be basic to
Manitoba seconomic hedth, the resulting benefits
have not flowed to the people most affected by the
hydro project. The princple of Cross Lake's
access to its own resources with current
technologicad means for ataning culturdly and
economicaly viable indudtries belongs to the heart
of the agreement. Yet it is the Sdestepping of the
principle that prevents resolution to this twenty-
three-year-old conflict.

Although the clause, “eradication of mass
povety and mass unemployment” agppears
prominently in the NFA, such eradication has not
materidized. Rather, the hydro mega-project
conscripted the bounty of the province's two
largest rivers to serve the “greater economic
good”, while treating the PCN as a “necessary
casudlty of the modernization process.”! Benfits
flow south while a disproportionate share of
environmental and humean costs are borne in the
north. Circumstances of despair and deprivation
prevail a Cross Lake comparable or worse to
Stuationsin so-cdled third world countries. Due
to the dams, thousands of milesof shordline habitat

!Alex Netherton. Untitled Ph.D.
dissertation in progress, Carleton University,
Ottawa.




are eroding and collapsing into waterways, idands
are disgppearing right off the map, ecological
balance has been disrupted, and the traditiona
economy of hunting, trapping and fishing has been
sharply undermined. The corrosive effect this has
had on the economic, socia and culturd fabric of
PCN has contributed to mass unemployment,
suicideepidemics, and desperate socia conditions.
PCN indds on a broad and concerted
implementetion of central NFA provisons tha
would be ecologicdly defensble and culturdly
vidble. Such implementation would benefit the
province as awhole. In the end, nobody benefits
from the endemic unemployment in the north and
fromongoing environmenta and social destruction.

Meanwhile, the Canadian economy is
booming, unemployment e sewhereislower thanit
has been in decades and Manitoba Hydro is
performing better finenddly than ever before.
When comparing living conditions in southern
Manitoba with those in Cross Lake, there is no
evidence that affected, aborigind peoples have
been “ dedlt with fairly and equitably” as promised
in the 1977 NFA. Though governments and
Hydro have made efforts to fulfill certain NFA
obligations, a gtuation of unacceptable disparity
persss.  If our governments and the publicly-
owned utility would fuly honour the NFA, the
PCN would have a share in the ongoing benefits
flowing from the project.

Over the past two years or so, SAAM has
increesngly taken on the role of societal monitor.
The need for monitoring hasbecome apparent with
the boom of northern industria development; the
mix of component actors surrounding hydro
development in Manitoba s Nelson River project
isacase in point. Providing an opportunity to hear
meany of the actors involved speak about thisissue
during a 1999 conference on the Status of the
Northern Flood Agreement, SAAM participated
in reveding vested interests in the gods of the
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project. If pressure for production of more
kilowatts and generation of more employment are
the politicd priorities, then SAAM’s public
discussons demonstrated that such benefitsdo not
accrue to the five Cree communities directly
implicated. Furthermore, the impact of SAAM’s
publication, First Nations and Hydroelectric
Development in Northern Manitoba. The
Northern Flood Agreement: Issues and
Implications is evident from Manitoba Hydro's
reflexive reading of this book and its readiness to
discuss more openly the Situation at hand.

Menno Wiebe

Two publications are very relevant tothistopic: Y.
G. Litman, R. R. Riewe, R. E. Wiest, R. E.

Wrigley (eds). 1992. People and Land in
Northern Manitoba: 1990 Conference at the
University of Manitoba, and Jean-Luc
Chodkiewicz and Jennifer Brown (eds). 1999. First
Nations and Hydroelectric Development in
Northern Manitoba: The Northern Flood

Agreement: Issues and Implications.

The Habitat Inner City Millennium Project:
Habitat for Humanity

Last Spring Mary Williams outlined Habitat
for Humanity's (Winnipeg affiliate) “Inner City
Millennium Project” in the William Whyte
neighbourhoodinNorth Winnipeg. This project, to
be carried out over the next threeto five years, will
build over fifty houses and, in the process, re-
locate over fifty families. In this SA.AM.
presentation, Habitat for Humanity expressed the
need for the documentation of the urban renewal
process. Thisresulted in the partnership of three
graduate students with Habitat for Humanity.
While answering to Habitat for Humanity’s needs,
their research activities will dso fulfill the
paticipating students course work or thess
requirements.




Allan Suchan’s current work in applied
anthropology is a project investigating the
perceptions and underdandings of incoming
homeowners at Winnipeg Habitat for Humanity
concerning sexiam, racism, and sexud harassment.
Hewill conduct interviews and a focus group with
incoming Habitat homeowners to assess their
understanding of these important socia meatters.
After, He will provide information to the
respondents about how sexism, racism, and sexud
harassment are defined in Winnipeg. A written
report of hisfindings will be presented to Winnipeg
Habitat. This report will be used to sengtize future
incoming homeowners about these oppressive
behaviours. This project is part of a graduate
seminar in gpplied anthropology at the University
of Manitoba.

Doug Watson’s M.A. theds research involves
exploring the effects of relocation on the
neighbourhood's sense of community and
neighbourliness. The am of this research is to
provide a partid before and after picture of the
neighbourhood blocks to be affected by the
congdruction of fourteen houses on Manitoba,
Pritchard and Alfred Avenuesin Winnipeg' sNorth
End. Part of this process is to define the current
and future residents concepts of neighbour and
neighbourhood by exploring ther ideas and
behaviours with regard to this concepts. Through
the use of a quedtionnaire that is census-data
oriented, semi-structured interviews that explore
the fedings perceptions, and thoughts of the
resdents regarding their neighbourhood and
neighbours, and participant observation during the
week of house congtruction in July 2001, an
understandingishopedto be reached regarding the
nature of the relationships between neighbours in
the William Whyte area of north Winnipeg. He
ams to determine some of the effects of the
renewa project on areaitsdf. For example, how
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does it affect the dynamics between the people
living on a block and their sense of cohesion (or
lack of)? How do these dynamics contributeto an
environment where people and familieswill want
to not only stay, but thrive? In other words, what
makes people remain in a neighbourhood?

Monica Wiest’s M.A. thesis project, tentetively
titted Re-Presenting Youth. An exploration of
young peopl€’'s experiences in urban renewal
efforts: avisual documentation project, involves
ligening to youth's voices and seeing thelr images
of their neighbourhood and the WilliamWhytearea
through photography. In usng a visud
anthropology project to apply the principles of
participatory research, she seeks to meet with
youth involved in the renewa process (current
resdents, future homeowners, and ‘volunteer’
youth). These individuds are provided with
cameras to take pictures of the William Whyte
area as well as the neighbourhood in which they
mogt identity as ‘home’. Of interest is what
meanings the images in the pictures have for the
participants, what do they tdl about ther
neighbourhood and their participants experiences
and attitudes about where they live? How does
my interpretation of their pictures differ from the
participants ? How doesthe experience of picture
taking dter their ideas about the inner city?
Through severd informa discussons and
interviews with the participants and their families
and by participating in the building of their homes
in July 2001, The god isto better understand how
the participants perceve ther lives in ther
neighbourhood, how they fed about themsalves,
and the extent of command they fed they have
over ther lives, thar sense of agency. What do
they think about Habitat’s Revitadization Project?
How do they think they have been involved?
(How) could they have been better involved?How
/ What do they see as improvements to their




neighbourhood?

Through an exploration of theories and
redities of youth and neighbourhood revitdization,
the amisto chalenge and broaden understandings
of youth and ther role in society. This entails a
discusson of the dSructures which create
knowledge and shape experience, as well as an
exploration of ideas about the socia construction
of youth / adolescence. It will be productive to
examine how well these mode s reflect the redlity
of inner city youth who are from different socid,
economic and ethnic backgrounds.

Contributions:

The following contributions are a demongtration of
our interest and desire include many voices in this
newdetter. If you wish to put forth anew idea, a
responseto SA.A.M.’s attivities, or if you have
interesting ingghts or a story to share, contact us!

Poems, likestories, narratives, and other forms
of crestive writing, are not only creetive but serve
to communicate thoughts, ideas, circumstances of
places on time and place, promoting cross-cultural
awareness. This recognition has prompted some
socid scientists to increesingly incorporate such
formsinto ethnographic research writing.

Under the Willows
by Heather Unger, a student in Introduction to
Anthropology, Menno Smons College

| long for apatch of grass
A piece of common ground,
A place made sacred by willow bows.

A place of work
A place of rest
A place of knowing

Where bannock bakes
And quilts are sawn
Where roots are ground
And tapestries are woven.

Where sunshine warms
And breezes rush
Where silence speaks
An laughter floats

Where stories rise

And music dances
Where | meet you

On apatch of grass...

...and willows weep for joy.

The Salvation Army hostel for the Homeless
in Winnipeg: a closer look at the Booth
Centre, by Dorothy Wise

Thisfal | received a collect phone cdl from
“Bob’. Depressed and considering suicide, he
cdled me from a reserve in Northern Manitoba.
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After suggedting to him that leaving the reserve
might be a good idea to through this bad period, |
darted to invedigae his accommodation
opportunities should he choose to move to
Winnipeg. The only place | found for him to stay
while he applied for welfare and/or looked for
work in Winnipeg was the Booth Centre, the




SavationArmy multi-storyhostel for the homeless,
off Main Street near Higgins The Booth Centre
exigs in a void where there are few other
inditutiond dterndtives for accommodation and
support for Manitobans like Bob, who arive in
Winnipeg with no money. Unfortunately, the
methods of operation do not fully address the
needs of people like Bob. For instance, because
the Booth Centre does not turn anybody away if
they are over 18 and under 65, "economic
migrants' who are coming from reserves or rura
areas of Manitoba to Winnipeg in search of work
are lumped together and tacitly treated as through
they were acohalics, drug addicts, or people in
need of rehdbilitation. Furthermore, under the
current system, it is impossible to accumulate
enough savings to tide one over during the first few
weeks in Winnipeg when one comes from a
reserve with over 80 percent unemployment.

While exploring options for Bob, the questions
| had when | started this search came directly out
of my own experience of homelessnessin London.
They were smple doesthe Both Centre requireits
resdents to leave its premises for severa hours
eachday? Areresdentsalowed to return to their
mat on the floor, or bed in adormitory / room &
will during the day? How much money per month
does the Booth Centre receive from Manitoba
Income and Economic Assstance (wefare) for
each dient it accommodates? How much money
does the client receive per month?

| learned from the director of residentia
accommodation, Captain Heather Darrach, the
Booth Centre has room for 150 men in its
resdence with accommodations ranging from
temporary mats in the day lounge to dormitory
rooms and sngle rooms. There are aso another
34 private rooms on a separate floor of the hostel
for womenand their children. | wasinformed that
the men desping on mats and in dormitories do
have to be off the premises from 7:30 am. (after
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breakfast) until 12:00 noon (on very cold days,
people are dlowed to stand between the double
entrance doors). The men withsingle rooms have
to vacate them for cleaning for only an hour or so
once aweek The women and their children in
private rooms do not have to vacate the centre.

According to Captain Karen Oldfield, the
Booth Centre aso runs other programs, such as
the Ancorage Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation
program, Crigs Stahilization Unit, and they have
services for people with mental hedth problems
and a day room for home ess people inwhichthey
can warm up and obtain the use of showers, as
telephone, washing machines and dryers.

Whenl visted the Booth Centre, | noticed that
many of its resdents were of First Nations
ancedtry, asBobis. Perhapssomeof theresidents
are making a trangtion from life on a reserve or
rurd Manitoba to a life in Winnipeg, as Bob may
do at some time. Could the province not provide
more appropriate trangtions programs for Firgt
Nations peoplethanthe Booth Centre? It ssemsto
me that the federal and provincia governmentsare
heping refugees from other countries adjust to
Canadian society better than they are helping
people like Bob adjudt to lifein Winnipeg.

Perhaps the province of Manitoba could
provide hostel accommodation for Manitobans
who come to Winnipeg in search of work. An
orientation programonthe job market in Winnipeg
and a work-experience program could be run
adongsdethe hogtd. When people start to receive
their welfare cheques, the hostdl could thencharge
themthe rental portionof their cheque of $271 per
month, leaving them money to spend ontheir food
and other needs. Accommodations could be sdlf-
contained units, so people could shop and cook
for themsalves. This would differ from the current
gtuation in which rent, food and socia service
costs are automaticdly deducted from dient’s
welfare cheque, leaving clients $46.50 amonth as




spending money, and little choice.

Through my own encounters with
homelessness and rehabilitation, | learned that
having one’ sown cubicle or room from which one
cancome and go at will hdps onefed incontrol of
one's life. Wdfare recipients (as well as mysdf)
would judt liketo have aone-bedroom apartment,
a bus pass and a phone. Wewant to be able to
socidize with our friends in coffee shops or fast-
food restaurants, and to be able to pay for a cup of
coffee or tea. | do not believe that having only
$46.50 per month to spend is very rehabilitative.

BrianBarton, program specidist for Manitoba
Employment and Income Assstance, told me the
people at the Booth Centre* need to bethere”, but
| wonder whether his department is screening
potentia residents properly to find out if the Booth
Centreis the best option to fit their needs. There
are a lot of people for whom these offered
accommodations are not the best solution
imagingble. To the best of my knowledge,
dternative accommodationfor Manitobaprovincid
internal economic migrants, who are temporarily
penniless, does not exist in Winnipeg.

SA.A.M. membersand any other interested persons
are invited to our next mesting, to be held on
Saturday, January 27, 2001 at 11:00 a.m.
On this occasion our meeting will be held at
Menno Simons College, 380 Spence St.
3" Fl., Room 3M c02N, University of Winnipeg

Thetopic of this sesson will be

Institutional Research Ethics Guiddlines:
Critical Assessment through Application Experiences

Continuing from our November 25, 2000 discussion, this sesson will probe severd specific sets of
research ethics guiddines: the new Canadian Tri-Council guiddines, guiddines previoudy used in the
Department of Anthropology, University of Manitoba; guidelines distributed by the Department of Native
Studies, University of Manitoba; and Ethical Principles for the Conduct of Research in the North,
prepared by the Association of Canadian Universities for Northern Studies. New participants will join
severd of our November 25 invited participants to assess these guiddines in relation to their own field
research experiences. A sat of principles for endorsement by the Society of Applied Anthropology in
Manitoba is one objective.

Lunch munchies, coffee, and other beverages will be available.
Donations will be accepted from those who consume,

Pesase attend and bring afriend.




