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President’s Report

This issue of the SAAM
newsletter is dedicatedto the
memory of our friend and
mentor, John Stephen
M atthiasson. John joined our
meeting of January27, 2001,
where we were privileged to
witness his fervour for an
effectiveapplied anthropol ogy.
John’ s passiononthat occasion
wouldnot lead usto expect that
withinafew months hewould
succumbtotheillnesshequietly
battled. He passed on with
dignity, andleftuswithvisonand
hope. John would have been
pleasedtoread theother many
interestingitemsincludedinthis
newsletter — evidence of a
community of commitmenttothe
kinds of issueshesaw important
for applied anthropology.
The year wasafull onefor
theSociety. Threesessionswere
devotedtodiscussionsonethics
in researchand action. These
were followed by three
presentationsbased uponfirst-
hand involvement inthefield.
Hela Mohiuddinreportedonhis
work among garment workersin
Bangladesh, and SusanWal sh
offered arichaccount of her
critical assessment of
development programs in

highland Bolivia Eachof these
presentationscontributedto our
research ethics focus with
criticd reflectionsonlimitations
of westernsociety constructs
and expectations. Dr Bruce
Martinbrought our seasontoa
closewithanilluminatinglook
intohealthcaredeliveryinthe
North. Each of these
presentations is richly
summarized in thisissue.
Wehavebeen servedwell
by those who have dedicated
considerabletimeandenergy to
communicateour deliberations
to awider audience, and to
assure that each of us has
accessto an overview of our
proceedings. GeorgeFulford
spoileduswithhisnote-taking
and journalistic skill. He is
responsiblefor therichnessof
presentation summaries, setting
afineexamplefor our future
reference. George now
deservesa break from being
taken for granted. Monica
Wiest pulled together
(sometimesliterally “pulling”
things out of us) the various
strands that go into making a
newsl etter; thisisher lastissue
asEditor. Theunusua delayin
rel ease of thisissue doesnot
reflect her productionschedule,
but rather a variety of events

and conditions that subsequently
interrupted our intended
distribution objective.

| am pl eased to acknowledge
their tirelesscontributions, and
takethisoccasiontoremindour
readersof theongoing needsof an
organizationsuchasSAAM. Y our
Executive committeehasassured
appropriate continuity, but is
always seeking talented,
committed and reliable
contributors. Our newsletterisa
means of sharing inspirations,
insgghts, interpretations, problems,
reviews of publishedwork,and
new readingmaterid. Thisissueis
again rich; let us maintain the
practice.
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Tribute
to
John S. M atthiasson

December 21, 1936 — June 16, 2001

Dr John Stephen Matthiasson, retired Professorin
the Department of Anthropology, University of
M anitoba, and founder of the Society for Applied
Anthropology inManitoba(SAAM), died Saturday
June 16,2001 at the Gimli Hospitd, afteralong
ilIness (mesothelioma).

Thosewhoattended the January 27, 2001 meeting
of theSAAM mestingwill remember fondly John's
presenceand activeparticipationinthediscussion.
Hisencouragement and support tothe Society was
unwavering. Inhismemory, werespectfully devote
this space to John Matthiasson.

Itiswithmuchsadnessthat | received newsof the
death of Dr John Matthiasson. He will be
remembered by all of usat the Stefansson Arctic
Ingtituteinlceland asafriend and benefactor. | was
hopingthat hewould beabletohonour uswithhis
participation at theopening of TheFriendly Arctic:
The Vilhjalmur StefanssonL egacy and Vision
Exhibitwhichwill beattheNew Iceland Heritage
MuseuminGimli onJuly 1st. Thelngtitute'sDeputy
Director, Dr Jon Haukur Ingimundarson, will be
presentandwill inhistalkincludeaspecial thank
you to Dr Matthiasson.

Niels Einarsson, Director
Stefansson Arctic I nstitute

cautious of speech

for some too soft

to comprehend

words lingering

until analysis of life
corresponds to life itself

and now
the quiet professor has entered
the final silence

and yet

the things for which he stood
remain so audible

for those who heard

and then perceived

his cause lives on

if greatness extends

beyond the boundaries of death
then vibes of gentle John

will long be felt

even in his absence from our midst
his cause accompanied by care
endures

his quiet credibility
lives on in those once privileged
to move within his sphere

by Menno Wiebe (June 26, 2001)




| was very saddened to hear the news of
Dr Matthiasson'spassing. | hadalot or respect for
Dr Matthiassonasateacher, anacademic,andan
individual, and had thetruepleasureof taking his
classinappliedanthropology. Asaformer student,
I wouldliketo expressmy sincerecondolencesto

his family and friends as they mark his passing.

Trent Grindle

I would like to thank Dr John M atthiassonfor
i ntroducingmetotheideaof Applied Anthropology
and the issues and dilemmas surrounding the
practice. Hisquiet, thoughtful,andinvolved nature
as aperson and professor fostered a safe yet
chalengingenvironment for ideaexchanges. Severd

years later, | remember and value the many
discussionsinhisApplied Anthropology course. |

amverythankful for beingabletospeak withhim
just prior tohispassing. My sincerecondolencesto
his family and friends.

Monica Wiest

Johnand I both cameto Manitobaabout thesame
timeinthelate 1960s. Wehad adjacent officesfor
anumber of yearsand thisoccasioned many and
varied conversationsfromanthropol ogicd issuesto
modernjazztotheUS sbombingof Cambodia.
Soft spokenbutwithanincisivemind, Johnwas
dedicated to serving his students and the
community. An elegant writer, he constantly
championed the relevance and importance of
applied anthropol ogy andwonthedevotion and
respect of several generations of students.

W eall mournhisuntimely death and aresaddened
by the thought that hestill had animmenseamount
to contribute. Neverthdess wemust dl bethankful

that we hadthe privilege of knowinghimandbe
grateful for his many contributions and
accomplishments.

Tom Shay (29 June 2001)

John Matthiasson—colleagueandfriend—leavesan
indeliblememory. Our associationwent back many
years, to the time of reorganization of the our
department and our curriculuminthelate 1960sand
early 1970s, through personal and academic
struggles, and ontotheapproach of retirement.
Differencesinareasof specidizationandtheoretical
|eaningsnever interferedincooperativeeffortswith
students or open and frank discussions.

John’ s talents and knowledge offered special
enrichment tothosewho knewhim personally.
Therewas Johntheformer champion swimmer,
Johntheformer jazztrumpet player, Johntheartist
—the painter, and Johnthejazz enthusiast. To John
goes the credit for my appreciation of jazz.

| pay specid tributeto John’ sgentleencouragement
of student efforts; hisinspiringwork withtalented
studentswho went onto successful professional
careersinappliedanthropology; hisskill withthe
writtenword; and his untiring efforts to apply
anthropology. Hewasingtrumenta inorganizingand
leading applied anthropology in Canada, and
particularlyinManitoba. | will never forget hislast
writtenwordsof encouragement to measPresident
of SAAM.

Raymond Wiest




S.A.A.M. Presentation Summary
February through April 2001

The Garment Sector in Bangladesh:
Reflections on Field Experiencesand Ethicsin
Resear ch

OnFebruary 24, Helal M ohiuddin, aPhD student
inAnthropology at theUniversity of Manitoba,
presentedthe results of the first phase of his
researchintotheimpact of globalizationonthe
garment tradein Bangladesh. Mr Mohiuddinheads
a team of five female researchers who are
conducting field research on the impact of
globalizationonthegarment tradein Dhaka(the
capital of Bangladeshandacentreof thegarment
industry).

W ithapopulation of nearly 130million, Bangladesh
isone of thepoorest and most densely popul ated
nationsintheworld. Most Bangladeshisliveinrura

areasand areemployedinagriculture. However, a
rapidly increasing population, frequent and
disastrous flooding of low-lying agricultura land
duringthe monsoonseason, andtherapidrecent
growthof theindustrial sector hasresultedina
tremendousmigration of peoplefromrural areasto
the major cities.!

Twenty-fiveyearsagothegarment tradeaccounted
for aninsignificant percentage of exportsfrom
Bangladesh. Beginninginthelate 1970sinvestors
from other Asian countriesbegan setting up garment
factoriestotakeadvantageof cheaplabour costsin
Bangladesh. Themgority of garmentsmanufactured
inBangladesh aremadefromimported cottonand
exportedtoNorth America. Bangladeshi garment
factories are extremely lucrative, with many

The World Factbook 2000: http://www.cia.gov/cia/
publications/factbook/geos/bg.html

investorsmaking back their entirecapital investment
in two years or less. Thus, according to
M r M ohiuddin, by themid 1990sthegarment trade
accountedfor approximately 58% of country’s
exports.

Most of Bangladesh’ s roughly 6,000 garment
factoriesarelocatedinjust threecities: Dhaka,
Chittagongand Khulna. Mr M ohiuddinnoted that
about 85% of theworkersinthesefactoriesare
women, most of whom haverecently migratedfrom
rural areas. Onereasonfor thisisthepolitical and
economicoppressionfaced by Bangladeshi women.
WhereasBangladeshi menwill typicaly only accept
jobswithregular hoursand afixedwage, women's
expectations aremuchlower. ThusBangladeshi
womenaremoreinclinedthanmentoaccept the
| ow- paying non-unionizedjobsingarment factories.
L acking sdlf-esteem and assertiveness, suchwomen
can be compelled by their bosses to finish
consignmentsinvery short periodsof time(oftenby
workingovernight andfor morethan 12 hoursper
day). They areoftenlaid off withlittleor noadvance
noticeandaresummearily dismissedif they complain
or stand up for their rights.

Large Export Processing Zone (EPZ) garment
factories in Bangladesh subcontracted by
multinational companies have poor working
conditionswhencomparedto NorthAmerican
garment factories, eventhoughthesefactoriesare
subject tointernationa labour codes. Smdll factories
owned by Bangladeshi entrepreneursaresubjectto
national labour codes, but sinceBangladeshdoes
not strictly practicenational |abour regul ations,
workersinthesesmall locally-ownedfactoriesare
oftenexposedto evenmoredeplorableworking
conditions than workersinthe EPZ factories.
Government patroni zation designed to stimul ate
i nternational and national investment inthegarment
tradehasenrichedfactory ownersat theexpenseof
addressing the poor working conditions.




M r M ohiuddindescribedthetypica Bangladeshi
womengarmentworkersasbeingunmarried,in
their early 20s, illiterateand | acking any formal
education. Suchwomentypically comefrom poor
rural families. During periodsof pegk activity inthe
factorytheywork 14 hoursaday 7 daysaweek,
earning an average of Taka750 (Cdn $23) per
month.2 But theminimum cost of basic necessities
in the city is estimated to be about Taka
1,000/month (Cdn$32). Thus, thesewomen must
find secondary sourcesof incometocover shortfals
between their income and expenditures.

Given the economic hardship faced by most
garmentworkers, why dorura Bangladeshi women
continuetofloodtothecity towork ingarment
factories? AccordingtoMr Mohiuddin, they dothis
to supplement householdincomeaswell asto
escapedomesticviolencedirected against women
thatispart of the” patriarchal exploitation” foundin
most rural households. Suchexploitation, hesays,
isrootedintherura custom of women payingtheir
husbands adowry, whichhasrecently become
transformedintoa” marriagebusiness’ formenand
hasledtoanincreaseinthepracticeof polygynyin
thecountryside. Theprevalenceof viciousgosspin
rural areas about the chastity and modesty of
women garment workersmeansthey cannot return
to their rural life-style.

Unliketheir rurd counterparts, Bangladeshi women
livingincitiesarefreetoshopandplantheirown
budgets. But the priceof thisnewfound sense of
freedomiseconomicexploitation. Thepatriarchy of
therural householdisreplaced by thepatriarchy of
thefactoryfloor andthat encounteredinnewly
formed conjugal relationships.

2 Accordi ng to Mr Mohiuddin, atypical female garment
worker comes from arural family the head of which
earns about Taka 1,000-1,500 (Cdn$32-48) per month.

M r Mohiuddinmadeanumber of recommendations
about how the plight of Bangladeshi garment
workers could be ameliorated. These include
provisionsfor government subsidiesfor low-cost
hous ng, nighttimetrangportation, daycare, technica

training, and unemploymentinsurance. Inaddition,
labour legislationisrequiredto establishfixed
workinghours, fair anduniformpay scales, andthe
useof bindingwritten contractsbetweenemployers
andtheir employees. Legidationisalsorequiredto
establishaprogramfor employer contributionsto
employee benefits in areas such as |ow-cost
subsidized housing and medical care.

At the end of his presentation Mr Mohiuddin
reflected on someof thedifficultiesheand histeam
have encounteredinconductingtheir research. He
remarkedonhowharditisto buildrapport with
informants. Reasonsfor thisincludethelimited
amount of time researchers have to interview
garment workersasaconsequence of the long
hoursthat garment workerswork. Indeed, theonly
timetodointerviewsisat night, andresearchers
oftenfedl insecuretravellingaoneintheslumsof
Dhakaat thistime. Inaddition, malefamily members
and neighbourhood | eaders often invokepurdah
(the practice of veiling and secluding Muslim
women) to obstruct researchersfromtalkingto
fema egarment workers. Femalegarment workers
must frequently changetheir residenceinorder to
escapefrom pressuresto becomeprostitutesor to
becarriersof illegal drugs. Thetransient natureof
garment workers' livesthusmakesitdifficultfor
researcherstofindand maintainlong-term contacts
with informants.

Mr Mohiuddin noted that many informants
experienceharassment andintimidationintheir home
and workplace. Asaresult, they are generally
suspi ciousof formal questionsand tape-recorded
interviews.Inaddition, informantstendedtobe
extremely reluctant toprovidesignatures(usualy a




thumb print) on documents requesting their
informed consent to participatein Mr Mohiuddin's
research project.

Inresponseto aquestionaboutwhether thereare
other areasof the Bangladesh economy that might
bedevel opedto providemorehumaneemployment
and better export-earning capacity thanthegarment
trade, Mr Mohiuddinrepliedthat onepotential
sector could be in computer technology and
telecommunications. HeobservedthatinIndiathe
government hasdevel opedpoliciestofacilitatea
shift from garment tradeto* hi-tech” sectors.“ India
gotridof their [economic] dependence onthe
garment sector,” hestated, “ becauseof thenegative
social impactithadintermsof livinginandgrowing
upindumsandbeingfacedwithillega activities.”
Suchhiddencostsdonot makethegarment trade
cost effectiveinthelong run. However, until the
social cost of thegarment tradeisacknowledgedit
islikelythat inBangladeshthenumber of young
womentoilinginoppressveworking conditionswill
continue to grow.

Impacts of Western Capacity-Building
Programs among Andean Potato Farmers

On March 17, 2001, Susan Walsh, adoctoral

student inthe Department of Anthropol ogy at the
University of Manitoba, delivered apresentation
entitled “Assessing the Impact of Western
Capacity-Building Programsamong Andean Potato
Farmers: Emic. Etic, Ethics,and ‘Egad’!” Her
presentation focussed onher fieldwork amongthe
Quechuaof highlandBoliviaand, inparticular, the
ethical challenges she faced conducting
participatory-actionresearch. Offering theaudience
witharichpictorial reviewof her fieldresearch
experience, Susan underscored theenrichingand

yet humbling challenge of her research. Inher
words, “anethical, participatory approachto a
study of the emic and etic of development
institutionsand thecommunitiesthey assistisfar
easi er saidthandone—an‘egad’ experiencethat
can leave one’ s head spinning!”

Accompaniedby her husband Pat M ooney and
daughter Kelsey, Susan spent ayear intheeastern
part of theBolivian provinceof Chayanta, where
she hopedtoexploretheimpact of literacy training
onthesuccessof rural devel opment programs. She
began her fieldwork in Sucre, constitutional capital

of Bolivia, wheresheinterviewed bureaucratsinthe
Ministry of Education, membersof the Quechua
People’ s Organi zaionandindividudsin UNICEF,
UNFPA andtheWorld Food Program. Duringthis
phaseof her research Susan cametorealizethat
literacy programswereonly oneof many factors
that determined the success of development
programs. Susan focussedher fieldworkinthe
vicinity of Ravel o,asmall market townabout 100
km. or threehoursnortheast of Sucre. FromRavelo
Susan made periodic 1-4 day visitsto farming
hamletslocated at 3,500 meterselevation—Chimpa
Rodeo (39families, about 200 people) and M ojon
(62families, about 300 people). Bothcommunities
were accessible by dirt road, but Mojon was
inaccessible during rainy season due to flooding

Susan secured support fromtheloca farmers union
inthecommunities. Sheconducted semi-structured
interviewswithofficialsandthendid participant
observationand household surveysinthetwolocal

communities. Participant observationincluded
planting and harvesting, theFiestadelaVirginde
Guadalupe, All Soulsand All SaintsDay. Shelived
withthefamily of thelocal unionheadin Chimpa
Rodeo and with ateacher in Mojon.

Susanbrieflyreviewedthebackdrop of Spanish
colonization of Boliviaandtheshameful legacy of
exploitation. Llamaswerethe primary livestock




among indigenous people. The Spaniards
introducedsheep and goats— nowthe primary
livestock — that eat the roots of grass for a
devastating environmental i mpact; theregionis
severely eroded. Erosionand soil depletionisa
consequenceof highdeforestation duetogoat and
sheepherding, minifundi o, lack of terracing, etc.
M ost families have at | east one cow(or sharea
cowwithanother family) usedtoploughfields. On
festivas, whenanimdsaresacrificed, thepeopleeat
meat. Small greenhouses, built withNGO support,
producesomegreenvegetables. Otherwisethediet
ismade up mostly of potatoes, supplementedwith
corn and wheat.

Not only acash crop, potatoesareapart of the
cultureand spirituality of thesepeople. Traditional

varietiesof potatoesweregrownseparady, butare
now growntogether. Most familiescultivate 3-20
different varieties. They practicecroprotationevery
threeyears, withpotatoes, wheat and tarwi (an
indigenousgrain) beingrotated, followed by ayear
of fallow. Commercial production increases
pressuretoreducetherotationa cycle. Loca plants
are being replaced. With monetization of thepotato
culturepricesreflect needsinthemetropolis, not
local needs, and potato overproduction has
lowered the value of potatoes.

Interestedinbiodiversity preservation, Susan
collected about 65 varietiesof indigenouspotatoes
atanagricultura fair for andysisby anagronomist.
Potato variety, potato use, and knowledge of
potatoeswasat thecoreof Susan’ sparticipatory
actionresearch. She presentedher projecttothe
community andworkedwithsmall groupsonthe
impact of outside i nterventionsthat beganaround
1980. Together, they assessed whether thingshad
improvedsincetheseinterventions. Congstently, the
peoplefeltthat their situation had deteriorated.
Threefactorswerehighlighted: soil condition,
variety of potatoesbeing produced, and effectsof

commercial production. They say,“Ourlandsare
tired and we need better soils”. Conscious of
deteriorating conditions, the people exhibit a
renewedinterestin preservingindigenousvarietiesof
potatoes.

Lowliteracy skills made the use of charts and
narrativedrawingsespecially valuable. Narrative
drawingswere madeto depict the history of the
potato, using mg or historical events(ChacoWar of
1939, major droughts, etc.); elders also were
consultedtotalkabout theseearly periods. The
drawings corroborated the results of the first
exercise. ldentifiableiconswereusedtorepresent
variouselementsand conditionsimportant tothe
people; for example, the range of qualitative
assessment wasrepresented by 1to 5 potatoes.
Thenumber of potatoestorepresent aqualitative
assessment wasderived through consensus. Theuse
of drawingsand chartsallowed peopletorapidly
conceptualize;feedback onthe 1-5 potatoscae
was valuabl e to assess effectiveness of these
protocols. Most participatory methods are
descriptiveand havelittleeffect oncommunities.
These exercises wereappreciated, Susan said,
because the people knew they neededto learn
about planning so that they could cope more
effectivelyintheworldinwhichthey areliving.
Researchreportsaregeneraly donor-drivenfor the
sake of fundingagencies. Susan’ sobjectivewasto
introduceparticipatory planning exercisesfor the
municipality. Giving peopleachoiceandinvolving
localsinresearchare new but rapidly growing
concepts.

Susan noted some particular challengesof her
research: physical (fleas, pink eye, sunburn);
logistical (busy time at planting/harvesting,
bl ockades, storms); ingtitutional/political (gringos,
teamwork, palitica condderations); scientific(timing
of potato collecting, dependenceon agronomists
andbotanists); and ethical (contractswithunion




leaders, hesitancy tobeing taperecorded, centrality
of building trust). She ended her talk with
observationsabout ethicsinresearch, and how the
new Tri-Council ethicsguidelinesdonot fitwell
outside North America. The ideaof awritten
contractisawestern construct; how dowedevelop
alocal ethicd guideline?Shenotedthatintherural
Boliviancontext therewasnoway toget written
permissionformsor tape recordedconsent to
interview without creating serious problems.
Suspicionof government meansthereisagreat
reticenceto sign anything. Consequently, she
worked with senior peoplein thelocal union
movement and built on community consensus
decison-making. Theemphasi sof informed consent
wasitsusefor individud andloca empowerment
through expressi onof knowledgeandreflection
upon it.

Reflecting ontheimportanceof participatory action
and capacity-building research, MsWal sh closed
withtworevedingcitations.“ Trueknowledgeisfull
of politicsanddreamsand actual ly arisesfrom
rebellious struggles to change the world and
oursalves. When peoplearemastersof inquiry —the
owners of the questions under study — their
research becomes ameans of taking risks, of
expelling visibleandinvisibleoppressors, and of
producingactionsfor transformation” (PauloFreire
inSmithet a (eds), 1997). “Sciencenot only
mirrorsthe society fromwhichit emerges, but
recreatesthesemirroredimagesinother societiesto
which it turnsits attention” (Collins 1986:654).

InMay 2001, Susanreturnedto Boliviato show
her slides and present results of her research.

NMU ison the Forefront of Promoting Health
and Wellnessin the North

On 7 April 2001, Dr Bruce M artin spoke to
membersof theSociety for Applied Anthropology
about the J. H. HildesNorthernMedical Unit. Dr
Martinisamedical doctor and Director of the
NorthernMedica Unit(NMU), whichispart of the
Department of Community Health Sciencesinthe
Faculty of Medicineat theUniversity of Manitoba.
Establishedbythelate Jack Hildesin 1970, the
NMU serves15remoteFirst Nationscommunities
in northern Manitoba, as well as eight Innuit
communitiesinNunavut. TheNMU consistsof
approximately 20 front line general family
practitionersand 60 consultingclinicians, nurses,
rehabilitationand occupational therapists, social
workers and other health professionals.

Dr Martin noted that First Nations and Inuit
communitiesaredemographically distinctfromthe
rest of Canada and that this has important
consequencesfor the provisionof healthcare.
Whereas provincid andnational populationtrends
arecharacterizedby relatively low birthratesanda
large population of aging “ baby boomers,” First
Nations andInuit peopl eshave the highest birth
rates in the Canada.

“Many of theclinical andresearchissuesinthe
North address women'’s and children’ s health
issues,” accordingto Dr Martin. Infectiousdi seases
arereduced thanksto goodimmunization program
and now chronic illnesses are major issues.

DrMartinnotedthat First Nationsand I nuit children
intheNorthhaveamortality ratewhichisfour times
higher thanthat of childreninsoutherncities. He
pointed out that asuccessful strategy to promote
goodhealthinthe Northmust takeinto account
lifestylefactorssuchasdietandexerciseaswell as
the prevention and treatment of disease.
Furthermore, soci oeconomicfactorssuchaslow




familyincome, modestlevelsof formal education,
substandard housing, and extremely highratesof
unemployment canand do haveaprofoundimpact
on health and wellness in the North.

Diabetesand diabetes-related healthissuessuchas
strokesand amputationsareparticularly prevalent
among elderly First Nations and I nuit people.
Hedlth carepractitionersrequirespecial trainingto
recognizeand deal withtheseneeds. Towardsthis
end, Dr NicholeRiese, dsofromNorthernMedical
Unit designed aone-day accredited workshopfor
physicians on management of diabetic foot
problems, to help prevent lower limbamputations.

Oneof Dr Martin’ sgreatest challengesasDirector
of the NMU is the recruiting and retaining
physicians. Since changesto Canadian medical

training programs, Canadian graduatesoften enter
specialty training withoutworkingup northfora
period of timefirst, aswasthepracticeinthepast.
ThustheNMU reliesheavily onoverseasrecruiting.
Recently, alarge number of clinica practitioners
working for the NMU have come from South
Africa. Theseyoung physicians have excellent

clinical skills,but Dr Martinworriesthat they may
facedifficultiesadjustingtolifeinremoteFirst

Nationsand Inuitcommunities. Inthenear futurehe
hopestointroducecultural awarenesstrainingfor
newrecruitsto better preparethemfor their new
lifein the North.

Aspart of arecruitment program, medicd students
at the University of Manitobaare providedwith
many opportunitiesfor northern placementstolearn
aboutwork andlifeintheNorth. NorthernMedical

Unit al so participatesin educating medical sudents
a the medical school. Dr Martin notes, “we
introducecultural and spiritual information about

First Nationsand I nuit peoplesat theundergraduate
teaching level.” For example, everyfirst year
medical student attheUniversity of Manitobahas
the opportunity to participateinaswest ceremony

andisexposedto crosscultural awarenesstraining.
Inaddition, medica studentsexplorecross-cultura
issuesinmandatory smal-groupproblem-solving
sessions. The Health SciencesCentreistryingto
encourage practicing physicianstoattend atwo-day
workshop on cross-cultural awareness.

Inresponseto aquestionby Menno Wiebeabout
how nativeperceptionsof diseaseagtiology could
bereconciledwiththeWestern biomedical mode,
Dr Martinnotedthat inthepast physiciansvisiting
northern communitiesweredisinclinedto accept
indigenoustheories. However, over thepast decade
NMU physi cianshavebecomelessadamant about
biomedical theoriesof diseaseand moreaccepting
of Indigenous ones. For example, during an
outbreak of Escherichia coli in Arviat in1991,
heal thpractitionersandlocal community leaders
disagreed on the cause of the disease. This
disagreement may have hampered effective
treatment of peopleinthecommunity. However,
duringasecond outbresk of E. coli several years
later,local physicianstriedtoaccommodatethe
local understanding of what causedthedisease. As
aresult, more people visited the doctor and
received treatment .

Reflecting on the Arviat E. coli outbreaks,
DrMartingpeculatedthat individuas understanding
of illnessisinfluencedby their own culturally-
mediated belief systems as well as by what
physiciansmighttell them. Denyinglocal belief
systemscanimpedeapatient’ sfedingof well-being,
thereby delayingtheirroadtorecovery. Inaddition,
misunderstandi ngsand disagreementsover the
causesof illnesscanleadtomistrust which may
hamper aphysician’ sability toconduct aneffective
clinical practice.

Another major challenge faced by the NMU
pertainstothematter of governmental jurisdiction
over health servicesinFirst Nations and Inuit
communities. Thefedera and provincia/territorial




governments have not clearly resolvedwho is
responsiblefor payingfor Inuitand First Nations
health services. This issue has been further
complicatedby the ongoing devolutionof health
servicesfromtheDepartment of Indian Affairsto
local bandsandtribal councils. AlthoughtheNMU
has contracts with the federal and
provincid/territorial governmentsfor theprovision
of health servicesinnortherncommunities, itisnot
presently empowered to negotiate with First
Nations governments. As a result of this
administrativequagmire, patientssometimesfall

throughthejurisdictiond cracks. Thisisparticularly
problematic in the areaof non-insured health
benefits such as wheelchairs.?

Eachyear NMU places more than 20 medical
students in summer placements in northern
communities. Whilethe primary job of summer
studentsistoassistlocal nursesanddoctorsintheir
clinicd practice, through participationinavariety of
local activitiesthey d sogaininvauableinsgghtsinto
local cultures. For exampl e, last summer amedical
studentinNorway Houseparticipatedinafirstaid
standatthe*Y orkBoat Days” summer festival.
New acquai ntancesmadethat day becamefriends
andby the end of the summer thevisiting student
had variousinvitationstogoonpicnics, fishingtrips
and family meals.

NMU physicians are actively engaged in
circumpolar healthresearch. Oneproject being
conducted involvesacomparative study of the
incidenceof congenital hipdidocationamong Inuit
and Creepopulations. AccordingtoDr Martin, far

3 Providi ng wheelchairs with batteries that work in the
cold is another challenge faced by the NMU. The fact
that most northern communities lack sidewalks and
paved roads al so presents unique challenges to
wheelchair users.

more Creesthan I nuit suffer fromthisdisorder and
itislikely that differential Creeand Inuit traditional
practices in carrying children may have been
responsible for this.*

DoctorsworkingfortheNMU oftenfindthemsalves
at the cutting edgeof community based medical

research. Twenty years ago NMU doctorsin
northeastern Manitobabegan noticing anabnormaly
highincidenceof ricketsamong Oji-Creechildren.
Ricketscausesbonedeformationinchildrenandis
related to a dietary deficiency of vitamin D.
Traditionaly, Creesobtainedvitamin D throughthe
consumption of bonesoup, fishgutsandfishheads.
But beginninginthe1970sthesetraditional foods
wereeatenlessfrequently andtheincidenceof
ricketsbegantoincrease. Inresponse, physiciansin
theldandL akeareaof Manitobabeganintroducing
highdosevitamin D capsul esto pregnant mothers
and newbornbabies. Theresult of thisintervention
has beendramatic. In 1995, before vitamin D
therapy commenced, the doctor inlslandLake
reported 35 cases of rickets. Since the
commencement of vitamintherapy, only onecaseof
rickets has been reported in the community.®

4 Whereas Cree mothers traditional ly strap their babies
into cradle boards, Inuit mothers carry their babies
loosely in alarge pocket called an amauti which is part
of the hood of their parkas. The legs of Cree babiesin
cradle boards are strapped tightly in a straight position,
while the legs of Inuit babiesin their mother’ samauti are
loose and in a bent position. Cradle board use, Dr Martin
concluded, may exacerbate congenital hip dislocation
among Crees.

5 In the 1950s rickets was virtually eliminated in southern
Canada through addition of vitamin D to milk. But in
northern communities where many children are lactose
intolerant and thus do not drink milk, this means of
controlling the disease has been ineffective.




NMU physicians are al so collaborating witha
researchteamstudying GlutaricAcidemiaTypel

(GA-1)—anautosomal recessivegeneticdisorder
whichinfluencesthemetabolismof glutaricacidand
canleadtoneurological disability. NMU staff ina
northernManitobacommunity withaparticularly
highincidenceof GA-1haveassistedresearchers
whohaveidentifiedthecarrier genefor thisdisease
and devel opedascreeningtest whichsuccessfully
identifiesthose who carry the defective gene.
Through screeningand early intervention NM U staff

are hopeful that they may be ableto delay and
perhaps even prevent onset of thisdevastating
genetic disease.

AsDirector of theNMU, Dr Martinspendsmuch
of histimeasanadvocatefor improvedclinical

servicesinNorthern communities. Through public
talkshehopesto educateboth health practitioners
andthe publicabout the special healthneeds of

FHrst Nations and I nuit popul ations, aswell asthe
distinctive culturesof Canada sNorthernpeoples.

Contributions
Commentary, Poetry and More

Thefollowing contributionsareademondration
of our interest and desiretoincludemany voicesin
thisnewdletter. If youwishto put forthanew idea,
aresponseto S.A.A.M.’sactivities, or if youhave

interesting insights or a story to share, contact us!

Poems, likestories, narratives, and other forms
of creativewriting, arenot only creativebut serveto
communi catethoughts, ideas, circumstancesof
placesintimeand space, promoting cross-cultura
awareness. Thisrecognition hasprompted some
soci al scientiststoincreasingly incorporatesuch
forms into ethnographic research writing.

Monica Wiest, Editor

-11-

S.A.A.M. as Social Monitor?

Toinitiateanew chapter of SA.A.M.,Ray Wiest,
itsnewly el ected president, convened awideopen
meetinglast Septmeber. Theleadershiptransition
from ChodkiewicztoWiest ssemed agoodtimefor
someassessment, probing and projecting. Duly
acknowledged and evaluated were S A.A.M.’s
earlier effortsat addressingissuespertainingto
cross-cultural encounters. Among thesewere
sessions onmedicd practices, northernindustrial
projects, urbanhousing projects, especidly asthese
affected other than mai nstream societal peopl es.
The focus had been on the very nature of
intersections of cultural bodies.

Tomonitor thedynamicsof mainline-margina
encounters was among the projections of
S.A.A.M. sfutureagenda. Onelineof thought
went approximately as follows:

Sinceindudtrial venturesinnorthern Canada

tend to proceed by converting raw

resourcesinto marketablecommoditieswith
profit as a bottom line, and since
government, evendemocraticones, are
dependent on mgority vote for the
continuation, andsincemuch of Canada' s
resourceslieinterritoriesof cultura minority
groups, but becauseof their minority status,
arerenderedvoiceless, they areleft virtually
without access to significant decision-
making, yet arethemost serioudly affected

by adverse environment impositions.

Programs in urban settings, too, arrant
assessmentsregradingthedegreeand quality of
participation by the very peoples for whom
programsaredesigned. Itappearstha SA.AM.'s
track recordinaddressingissuesof cross-cultural
intersectionshasdemonstrated theneedfor keen
observation, analysis, monitoring and consequently,
advocacy.




If bothgovernment andindustry proceedwith
interestsvestedelther inprofiteeringor insustaining
amainlinevote, thenS.A.A.M.’ sroleasmonitor
without vestedinterestineither, seemswarranted
andrelevant. If thephenomenonof culturally based
communal behaviour is the purvue of
anthropol ogists, thentheirsisthedisciplinewith
whichtoassesswhether programsof any sortfoster
or undermine community.

Acquai ntancewithrelevantinformationand
competent assessment are preconditions for
crediblemonitoring. Similarly, thedevel opment of
trust withthepeopleaffectedisacondition. Once
thesecompetenciesareattained, S.A.A.M. could
well serveamost valuablefunctioninmediating
conflictsand recommending culturally viable
alternative undertakings.

Menno Wiebe
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Alternativesto Mainstream Development

For about ahundred andfifty years, anthropol ogists
have documented the severe deterioration of
indigenous political, economic, and spiritual
systems, whichareeffectsof Western colonization
and imperialism. Many researchers have
demonstratedthat suchdominationhasresultedin
asignificant decreaseinpopulation, individual
independence, community interdependenceandthe
overall health of indigenous societies. The
incredibly massive exploitation of humanlabour,
mi nerals, trees, land, and animal sfor the purposeof
building aW esternmarket economy and materialy
weal thy state soci eti es has beenvery successful
from the Western point of view but has been
extremely devastating froman I ndigenouspoint of
view. TheWesternworldview, which seesthe
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earthand peopleasmerely aresourcefor economic
gain, hasdirectly resultedinwars, pollution, the
creationof impoverished communitiesandthe
destruction of basic humanrights. Putsimply, an
indugtria andimperiaigticworldview hasnorespect
forlife,community, independenceor diversity.
Moreover, thisworldviewisvery limitedduetoits
focuson short-termthinking, compartmentalization
of human experience, exclusionof other legitimate
worldviewsanditsinsistenceondominationand
authority. Thisview of redlity dehumanizesus—you
cannot do what we do if yousaw theworldasa
connectedinteraction of peopleandecology. To
me, imperialism is against the principles of
anthropology, i.e., understandingd| cultureswithin
their own context aslegitimatesurviva mechanisms,
long-termthinking, and holism. If most of Western
civilizationisanti-anthropological, itisnowonder
that many anthropol ogi stsfear stepping outsideof
academia. Theresimply isnot thesupport, both
moral andfinancial,to beapplied anthropologists.
Or at least there hasn’t been support for many
years. However, there are some windows of
opportunity opening up.

Thispastyear | havebeenvery busy. I’ vebeen
teaching anthropol ogy coursesinvariousNorthern
communities(Community-based educationisvery
muchindemandright now). | havealsowritten
various proposal sfor researchandcommunity
devel opment effortsand havebeenworkingwithan
aboriginal consultant/educator whohascreatedan
alternativesocio-economic devel opment program.
Weare currently in month seven of atwo-year
community development process. Thephilosophica
bas scomesfromthebdief that acommunity cannot
devel op meaningful socio-economicrelationships
beforetherootissuesof conflictandcrisisare
recognized and addressed. One of the most
prominent effectsof thelndian Actandthecreation
of reserveshasbeenthedissol ution of relationships
and trust between community members.




Although| have beeninvolvedinsomuchthis
pastyear, | fed extremely limitedinwhat | amable
to pursue. Part of thisisduetothefact that there
aresomany opportunitiesfor community action.
For example, currently there is an increased
attentionby industriessuch asmining and paper
companies to “develop” the East side of Lake
Winnipeg. Thiswill createhigh-paying professond
jobsfor many Canadians and many |ow-paying
labour intensive jobsfor Natives. Itwill disrupt
mi grati onpatternsof largeanimalssuchasmoose
anddeer. Itwill limittrapperseconomiclivelihood
anditwill drastically affect community-based plans
todeve op ecological tourismand non-timber forest
productindustries. Thereisaneedtohel pfacilitate
thesecommunity initiativesand protect community
intereststhat may run contrary totheinterestsof
moreorganizedindustries. Someother areasthat
have muchpotential tohelpfacilitateand develop
are preventing diabetes (a pandemic disease),
providing adequatehealth care, devel opment of
community governance, preventingviolenceagainst
women, preventing sexua abuse, andlandclams.
Thereisaninterestinarchaeol ogy, history of the
areaand areintegration of thelanguage (Ojibway)
and traditional valuesinto the culture.

My point is that anthropologists can help
facilitatereal community action. Butwemust be
careful toavoidbeing co-optedintojust another
version of imperial thinking. When applied
anthropol ogistslook at socia issuesasproblemsin
their own right rather than seeing them as
expressions of resistance or symptoms of
colonizationandimperialism, they cannot make
meaningful contributionsto social justiceor even
social analysis. Itisherethat | find Canadian
applied anthropology as different than most
Americanappliedanthropology. Inmany American
journal s, appliedanthropol ogy perceivessocial
issuesasif they wereproblemsto thesuccessful
administration of theWestern system. Most of

what | have read failsto include aparticipatory
model or praxistheory. Canadahasadifferent
socid environment and | haveread many articlesby
Canadiananthropol ogi stswho seemtobemuch
morecomfortableandfluentin participatory and
praxisorientedresearchandaction. | think that this
may have somethingto do withour history andthe
fact that concepts andissuesof nationhoodare
muchmoreprominent and mallesbleinthecollective
consciousnessof Canadiansthanthat of Americans.

| sincerely believe that we have great
opportunitiesbeforeus. What | want out of SAAM
and from this new generation of applied
anthropol ogistsareopportunitiestowork together.
| wouldliketowork with applied anthropol ogists
withentrepreneurial thinking (whorecognizeaneed
and initiate action to address that need), with
proposal writing skills, withanability todeal with
ambiguousand oftenfrustrating Situations(isn’t this
what fieldworkis?), with bas cknowledgeof social
issuesandtheir roots, and with needsassessment,
evaluation, research and writing skills. Most
importantly, | need peoplewho haveakeeninterest
and commitment toaddresssocia justiceissuesand
who love doing it.

Kevin Spice
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prairie elevator

shrine of the prairie scene
protruding from the long horizon

in angular relief

drawing cropsand peopletoitscore
magnet of the neighbour hood

social flow

going with thegrain
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globe's elusive distances draws grain and
peoples hearts away

eliminating fabric

of communal life

neutralizing magnets

of a peoples solidarity

the elevator falls

with elevated heart
bravedreamsarise
that probe new heights
of revised community

by Menno Wiebe

Book Review

The Animals Came Dancing: Native American
Sacred Ecology and Animal Kinship by H. L.
Harrod. Tucson: University of ArizonaPress,
2000.

InThe Animals CameDancing, H. L. Harrod
setshimself theworthy task of contributingto"the
broader processof reimaginingour relationships
withthe nonhumanworld” (xiv), thenecessity of
whichtheecologica crisshasmademoreandmore
evidentinrecentyears. Morespecificaly, hesets
out to examine what can be learned about "our
own" relationshipswithanima sfromastudy of the
"sacred ecology” of theNative Americangroups
inhabitingthenorth-central plainsof North America
in the late nineteenth century.

The greatest strengthof hiswork iscontainedin
Chapters 2-5, which provide a detailed
comparétiveethnography of therdigion, mythsand
ritual sof northern plainspeoples, especially asthey
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concern human-animal relationships. These
chapterscompareand contrast theoriginmyths
(oftenfeaturing pre-existent animd figures), mythsof
human-animal marriages and of the offspring
producedby suchunions, huntingrituasandtheir
resonancewiththismythology, andtheritual sof
worldrenewal enactedby the various northern
plainstribes. Each chapter providesadifferentand
compelling pictureof thedeep senseof kinshipand
relatednesswhichtheseNativeAmericanreligions
and ritual sextended not only towardsanimal's, but
towards all of nature.

Thefirst andlast chapters, ontheother hand,
attempt to develop a critique of the dominant
utilitarian/capitalist ethos, andtointerpret the
significanceof theforegoingfor contemporary
relationswiththenatural world. Thesediscussions
would havebenefited greatly from somereference
totwo literatureswhicharedirectly relatedtothe
central problem with which Harrod began.

Thefirstistheholisticandrelational approach
suggested by more ecologically oriented
anthropological theorists, suchasGregory Bateson
(1979). It was he who first proposed that an
examination of theepi stemol ogiesof non-Western
culturesmay hel p usto better understand boththe
causes of, and the solutions to, our present
ecol ogical problems. Suchanorientationisalso
closely connectedto critiques of the modern,
mechanisticworldview provided by ecological
philosophy (Berman 1984), andto studiesof the
traditional ecological knowledgeof contemporary
Aborigi nal peoples(Berkes1999), both of which
wouldhaveadedHarrodindevel oping hiscritique.

Thesecond school of thought whichisrelevant
isrecent and contemporary Native American
literature, whichisabundant evenfor thelimited
ethnographicareauponwhichHarrodchoseto
focus (Black Elk 1971, Lame Deer 1972).
Referencetothisliteraturewould undoubtedly have
providedamuch deeper sense of the meanings




whichNativeAmericanmyth, rituad and philosophy
had, and continue to have,for NativeAmericans
themselves, andwouldhavegreatly assisted his
interpretive efforts.

Thisliteraturecould a sohavedemongtratedthe
continuity and continuedimportanceof "traditiona”
philosophies among Native peoples, andtheir
connectiontotheriseof ecological philosophy.
Instead, Harrod's account | eavestheimpression
that onlythose traditions "uncontaminated” by
contact withWesternculturearerelevanttothe
questionat hand, since hisaccount reliesalmost
exclusively upon the earliest non-Native
ethnographic sources.

Inconclusion, then,isHarrod successful in
achievinghisgoal ? Theanswer is—yesand no.
For whilehiscomparativeethnography providesan
excellent sourcefor thosewhowouldliketo pursue
the question of "reimagining our relationshipswith
the natural world," they will have to ook to
someoneother thanHarrodfor realisticecological
inspiration, andfor adiscussonof thelinksbetween
Native American philosophy and thedevel opment

of ecological philosophy over the past century.

Roy C. Dudgeon
Department of Anthropology
University of Manitoba
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