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President’s Report

Another SAAM  season has
begun, and we have some exciting
events planned. To kick off the
new sSeason, we are privileged to
draw upon the criticdl ingghts of
one of our outstanding locd
ctizens. Ledey Hughes is known
to many of us as that ingghtful
voice in the morning, and more
recently, as a media critic in our
neighbourhood newspapers. We
begin our season with agimulaing
chdlenge of our thinking in the
most basic of issues — the control
of information in our media

SAAM has worthy gods, and
the organization is flush with
interesting and chalenging idess.
But to thrive, SAAM needs more
membership, wider participation,
~and  consgent member
commitment. Our organization
chdlenge is to find a bdance
between exciting periodic
gatherings and the many other
adtivities in which mogt of us are
involved. We dso need practical
application of excting idess
Perhaps one way we can achieve
some of our laudable gods is to
bdance meetings with applied
projects. Menno Wiebe, our long-
saving VP, suggested that we
tun oursdves into a public

practice monitoring body, and
into a condtituency that assesses
postions taken by public
agencies and political  office
seekers. This would be a most
chdlenging initigtive, and one
worthy of membership
discusson. Our newdetter can
serve as a forum to discuss this
issue and other issues.

It has been some time since
we have enjoyed our
Anthropology in Practice
newdetter — the summaries of
talks, reviews of books,
member poetry, and news of
interest to the membership. It is
a pleasure © see the return of
our newdetter. Let us extend
our thanks to Allan Suchan for
initiative and commitment. | urge
al our members to cooperate
with Allan by offering timdy
written commentary,  book
reviews, hot-off-the- press
items, and other contributions of
vaue to our membership.

SAAM has additiond specific
needs. Our website needs a
new “master” — someone who
can enter information in atimely
fashion and care take the gte.
We extend our greatitude to Roy
Dudgeon for our site foundation
and its management for severd
years, Roy now needs to turn

that respongbility on to others.
SAAM offers an opportunity to
dudents to learn skills and to
express their cregtivity in this area
A wecome addition to our
webgte might be the formation of
a cha-room — a forum for
convenient exchange of idess. This
foum may dso dimulae
newdetter content.

For our 2002-03 season your
Executive recommends a return to
the Saturday mesting time. It is
eader to find suitable space, and
the meetings are not so frequent
that we cannot sacrifice a part of
our precious weekends. By
moving the meeting time up to
10:00 am., we leave the afternoon
for persond events | urge Al
members to participate as fully as
possible. Best wishes!
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Editor’s Corner

Hello and welcome to another exciting year of
SAAM. Ove the last severd years the
membership of SAAM, which incudes
anthropologists, students and professonds from
various disciplines, has crested forums for the
discusson of many contemporary socia problems.
Interesting presentations by guest speskers like
Ledey Hughes lively debates, conferences,
dimulaing discussons, and  our  newdetter
Anthropology in Practice have been some of our
action. Globdization, Aborigind and health issues,
and ecological concerns have emerged as
consstent themes over the last five years.

As editor of SAAM’s Newdletter, and on behalf
of dl SAAM members, | invite you to join out
society. Membership  entittes you to attend
interesting presentations, a copy of our newdetter
and opportunities to contribute your skills and
knowledge. Current members are encouraged to
maintan ther sanding, and new members with
interedt, initiative and enthusasm are desred.
Remember, our dreams of making the world a
better place will not come true unless we get out of
bed, go to work and make them come true!

If you would like to contribute to our newdetter,
please forward your submission to Allan Suchan a
asuchan@hotmail.com

Allan Suchan

SAAM Presentation Summaries

The Effects of Deforestation on
Mexican Villagers
J.L. Chodkiewicz, December 10, 2001

Mexico as a whdle is auffering from accderaed
deforegtation. Over the lagt 34 years Chodkiewicz
obsarved the devadding effects of deforestetion
aound the Mazahua village of San Smon. The

results were dtered house condruction, long trips to
gather firewood (often illegdly) and eroson thet
glted their little river and lake. The efidency and
productivity of thar agriculture was diminished. The
deforegtation of dl the surrounding hills resuited in
erogon of the land, now pockmarked with crevasses
and amdl landdides This process dfects much of
Centrd Mexico, as shown in three different
examples of forex manegemat in the date of
Michoacan.

1) The pak of the Biogphere for Monarch
Butterflies was crested by preddentid decree in
1986, without any conaultation with the locd
population, comprised modly of Mazahua ad
Otomi Indians They found themsdves deprived
overnight of thar mgor source of income and
without any compensation. They make up for it by
illegd wood cutting.

2) In 1977, Tarascan Indians of San Juan Nuevo
organized in acommund forest community. In 1981,
they edablished an entaprisee to exploit forest
resources that is a upeb example of integrated

fooex menegement. They do not cause
deforegtation. All profits of the exploitation go to the

locd indigenous populaion. They built a factory
which produces furniture and fittings, aswel asvery
high qudity resn for the internationd perfume and
food indudtries

3) The main source of revenue for mog resdents
of the megtizo hamlet of La Zarzamora, above Lake
Patzcuaro, is the resin they extract from the pine
trees they have not cut down. Uncontrolled
deforedation of the mountain Sdes led to severe
diguption of the hydrologicd sysem. The poor
water supply is not just reducing dragticdly crop
yidds it is a daly preoccupdion for every
househdd in the village during the rainy seeson,
which has grown shorter by amonth.

Snce 1992, researchers have addressed the
problems of the supply and avallahility of firewood.
They lave devdoped and refined the desgn of a
gove made with mud, sand and cement that is




chegp, nonpalluting and 3 to 4 more times more
effident than traditiond ones A problem thet needs
to be addressed is the current forestry legidation,
which is 0 undefunded that forestry agents are
very few, and cannot go on patrol because thereis
no ges for thar car. They ae in great persond
danger, and s0 poorly pad thet they are open to
bribes.

Chodkiewicz offered severd recommendations.
A dmpler and better supported plan mus be
established for the protection of woodlands and
key ecologicd zones. Ejidos and rurd communities
should gain title to their treditiond forest lands, and
recaive some technica backing with ther forestry
management. Those who come up with good plans
should be supported, like San Juan Nuevo. New,
more efident technologies such as the “Lorend’
gove should be promoted.

Adults Living With Fetal Alcohol

Syndrome
Corey LaBerge, February 4, 2002

La Bege hdds both a BA and MA in
Anthropology from Smon Fraser Universty. Heis
dfiliated with the Research Initigtives for Sodd
Change Unit a the Schod of Sodd Work,
Universty of Victoria His goplied ressarch isin the
aea of Fetd Alcoha Syndrome (FAS). While an
undergraduate, he became disenchanted with
psychology and its emphass on psychometric
research. He became criticd of the pathologizing of
deviance Thisled to interest in cultura psychology,
anthropologicd psychology and the anthropology
of medidne Adopting an interdiscplinary
goproach, he latched on to FAS to explore how
mothers of FAS children were pathologized and
blamed. His reseerch led to the discovery thet the
FAS diagnoss was usad modtly with Frgt Nations,
Higpanics and Afro-Americans

La Bege provided plenty of background
informetion on FAS reseerch. Research which goes
back to the 1890's recognizes the influence of
ethanal on chicks The discusson of the influence of
ethandl on human devdopment was embedded in
notions of Sodd Dawinism. However, the fact that
children of those aflicted with FAS did not have it
was not congruent with notions of inherited
disshilities and the “surviva of the fittes” paradigm.
Research was not taken up again until the 1960's
The FAS diagnosis tends to be made by gendicds
and pediaricians, not psychologists or psychiarids

After  highligning some of the ressarch
devdopments La Bege pressted the
characterigtics of FAS. Fetd devdopment does not
occur as normdly asit should. Very low birth weght
isfollowed by poor growth and development. There
is retarded devdopment of the centrd nervous
gydem, which is manifes in aypicd behaviord
features The digortion of fadd features may indude
a thin upper lip, a flattened groove undernesth the
nose, eyes gopearing father apat due to the
shortening of the horizontd plane of the eyes ad
mdformed ears. Exposure to large quantities of
ethandl in the fird trimester of pregnancy leads to
the FAS diagnoss The tem Fad Alcohol
Syndrome Effects o FASE, is used to describe
individuds exposed to large amounts of ethanal.
This exposure leads to a sdected number of
symptomsin the infart.

La Berge began his research with the god of
decondructing the notion of FAS. He had a
posmodern focus. However, ater viewing dides of
brains of those dflicted with FAS, and those of
hedthy children, his pergpective changed. The
images provided a gark reminder thet there were
profound physicd differences between FAS children
and hedthy children. The brains of the former have
no convolutions on the cerérd cortex, and the grey
metter isfilled with amdl black holes thet are aosent
in hedthy brans Furthemore FAS brans ae
characterized by incomplete deveopment. Other




dides made evident the fadid physiognomy of FAS
children, while those of controlled experiments
showed symptoms in both humans and mice. These
images demondrated to La Berge that FAS was
much more than “discourss’ which needed to be
“decongtructed”.

La Beges ressarch was the fird in British
Coumbia in which FAS adults were actudly
interviewed. Individuds who identified themsdves
as FAS adults were induded in the dudy, even if
they did not have a childhood diagnoss of FAS.
Sx communities were sdected for the research.
Paticipants were recruited for the dudy by
community liason workers The liason workers
provided a persond link, gave credibility to the
research team and provided follow-up support for
interviewees who needed counsding. They were
caiticd in explaning the project to participants in
alvance and in ensuring the paticipants
understood the concept of informed consant.

Infoomed oconsat possd a dilemma as
individuals with FAS have intdlectud and cognitive
imparments Short-term memory  defidits mede it
very difficult to negatiate informed consant with
grongly impaired individuals. This was addressd
by the inteviever condantly reminding the
interviewee that answering the quedions was
voluntary, and that they could withdraw from the
dudy a any time. Many interviews proved to be
cathatic for those individuds who have never had
their life experiences vdidated before.

LaBerge sresearch reveded the frequently cited
mantra of “education being the root to prevention”
fals to account for the acute sodd and
psychologicd dresses those with FAS face As
they ae poor a& multi-tasking, interpersond
communication and time managemernt, they have
difficulty in maintaining a job. They yean to be
induded in the labor force and the community &
laoge, but ae continudly misunderstood,
misdiagnosed and margindized. Moreover, there
aeissues of violence, raciam and poverty that have

not been addressed. At present, there is very little
government support, and there is the difficulty of
having FAS diagnosed to recognize the disdhility.

Immigrant Integration Service: A
View of an Organization of Immigrant

Women in Winnipeg
Paula Migliardi, February 25, 2002

Paula Migliard completed her MA degree in
Anthropology a the Univerity of Manitobain 2001,
based upon a sudy of an organization of immigrant
women in Winnipeg. She pointed out thet women's
experiences of migration, sattlement and integration
have been characterized as didinctive from that of
men's Ressarch on immigrant women's settlement
and integration experiences d<o reved bariers to
integration in a new sodety paticular to women. In
order to address those bariers, Migliardi noted, a
number of immigrant women organizations have
aisn in the higory of nontprofit organizations in
Canada

The case dudy of alocd organization provides a
cenaio where immigrant women both offer and
obtain sodd savices However, while non-profit
organizations of immigrat women provide much
needed services and spaces of representation, they
are tied to and sheped by ther dependency on
government funding and priarities In thar sruggle
for aurvivd this dependency aggravates intermnd
problems and tengons with funding agendes. In the
presentation, Miglardi discussad and highlighted the
issues immigrant women face in ther incorporation
to Canada, the ways they have addressed the
chdlenges they face and the prospects for
organizations serving immigrant women in achanging
economic and palitica environment.




The percentage of nonEuropean immigrants to
Canada is increeang, and fifty percent of
immigrants are women. This has implications for
Canadds multiculturd  pdicy. This  rigng
immigration of norn European women s leading to
gregter economic invalvement of women in the
lbour make; yg women immigrants ae
paticulaly  wuneade to  gender-based
disrimingtion. They ae employed lagdy as
domedic workers and in the garment indudtry,
dthough some are recruited as sex workers and
mal-order brides.

There are savard bariers to immigrant women.
They typicaly have limited English languege fadility;
they experience isolation; they lack accessto socid
programs, and they ae expected to asume
traditiond gender roles that make work outsde the
home difficult. Mogt immigrant women come to
Canadaon a“family-class’ designation, sponsored
by ther husbands. This prgudices ther entry as
dependent wives. Soonsored wives are not digible
for various sodd assgance programs, even when
they ae landed immigrants Under family-dass
sponsorships, immigrant women are sponsored for
ten years (except in Quebec, where it is for three
years).

The Immigrat Women's Asoddion of
Manitoba (IWAM) was edablished to provide
upport to such immigrant women. It is the only
such organization thet is not ethnicdly gpadfic in
Manitoba PaulaMigliardi began as a voluntesr for
IWAM, and became involved fird as a trandaor
and |later ds0 asa Board member.

Counsdlors within IWAM provide traning as
wdl as ehnic identification with dients Immigrant
women & kinship metaphors, such as “mother”
and “gge”, which illugrates the importance of
“family” for women who lack tiesin Caneda

Boad of Directors has sought chaitable
organizaion, but has been unsuccessful because
Revenue Canada condders IWAM a specid
interest group. The Provincid Government gopoints

the Executive Director of the organization, but there
isalack of continuity on the Board because of rgpid
turnover. There are ten employess within IWAM.

Provindd grants ae made to provide family
svices The Province purcheses a svice
agreament  for ddivey of counsding sarvices
Funding is dhort-term, based on proposas for
government programs.

Migliad pointed out thet there is a danger in
rdying on short-term grants for on-going operaion
of such an organization. Short term funding leads to
increedng amounts of time devoted to proposd
writing and gathering quantitative data about dients
Reiance on such quantitetive deta does not reflect
dealy the work done by IWAM, and serioudy
overlooks the very serious needs among immigrant
women seeking the services provided by such an
organizetion. Also, such detarequired by the funding
agendes fals to recognize the contributions and
sacrifices mede by the voluntearswho give their time
to the organization. Rdiance on unpad voluntears
foders reproduction of inequities Migliardi pointed
out that there is burnout and increesed tenson
among IWAM employess and Board members
which leeds to contracting out of counsdors,

Migliardi noted that anthropologicd reseerch in
the non-profit sector is extremdy important. Thereis
greet vaue in a halidic goproach to undersanding
organizationd gructure it dlowed PaulaMigliardi to
see the “big picture’ that goes beyond government
poicy and govenmet's limited snse o
organizationd gructure.




From the Poverty Line
Pat Capone, March 18, 2002
Eckhardt Grammaté Hall, University of Winnipeg

Menno Wiebe offered the following summary of

key pointsin the talk by Ms Capone:
the prevalence of indtitutiond relationships
and lack of individud relationships between
dominant society and "the poor”;
the fact that single mothers on socid
assistance often choose to do thisin order to
have access to ingtitutional resources such as
subsidized housing and socid assistance that
would otherwise be denied to them;
the overarching theme of lack of control in the
lives of the poor;
the fact that society needs people who have
the courage to step out of their "inditutiond
boxes' and relate directly to the poor at a
humen leve;
the prevaence of attitudes of superiority and
absence of respect for the poor;
the lack of indtitutional/professond
associations that would enable the poor to act
corporately in response to government and
other indtitutions,
the culture of poverty, of excluson, of fear
and of transence.

Member’sInsight - Kevin Spice

There are SO many issues that concern me; war,
poverty, ecologicd problems and human rights
abuses toward Canada s Aborigina populations. |
would say that these al converge under the topic of
imperidiam. | beieve we ae living through a
resurgence of the Age of Imperidism, when
American Manifest Dedtiny is applied on a globd
level. Consgtently, the United States and the other

Western countries frame their perception of non
Western peoples in a way that ether margindizes,
demonizes or destroys them. For example, 8
October 2002 was the one year anniversary of the
day that the richest country in the world went to war
with the poorest country in the world. However, no
Wedtern  tdevison network dedicated any
programming time to mourn the loss of the
thousands of people who have died since the “War
on Terror” began. Rarely has there been discusson
on the root issues, the context or the methods of
resolving the conflicts between the United States
and those nations they determine are their enemy. |
find it very difficult to discuss these issues for the
smple reason that the United States currently seems
to be a war with whomever they define as evil.

With such aloose definition of an enemy of war, |
am very concened with the efforts the Bush
adminigretion is currently pursuing to escaate globa
war and to limit the civil rights of its own ditizens. It
concerns me because these efforts are combined
with fervent nationalism, and an authoritarian attitude
toward anyone who chalenges this effort. This is
fascism. | am aso concened with how eesly
Americans have accepted the rhetoric of the “War
on Terror”. Thisrhetoric of retribution escaates and
entrenches a cycle of violence, and masks the
exploitation of people and resources, specificadly oil.

The Age of Imperidism has never ended; each
generation has taken for granted thisimperid way of
thinking. This is ingrained in Western dvilization to
such an extent that our inditutions marginaize our
own citizens as much as any other peoples. In
Canada, one form this takes is the rdationship
between Aborigind peoples and the Canadian
government. The financid, socid, emotiond and
spiritud costs of keeping Aboriginad peoples in a
dependent and oppressve reationship are
adronomicd. In spite of this, our inditutions such as
hedlth, justice and education are not designed to
decolonize. Rather, they are designed for their own
preservation, and to maintain peoples' s dependency




on them. These Canadian ingtitutions are Smply not
in the business of heding. All Canadians are in the
complex Stuation of trying to resolve the issues of
colonidism, imperidism and theillegd and immora
exploitation of people and resources.

In the West's rdationship with Developing
countries, organizations such as the World Trade
Organization, the Internationd Monetary Fund and
the World Bank create dependency and increase
poverty, violence, disease and the exploitation of
labor and resources. This globa relationship is yet
another level of imperidism that demands to be
resolved as the human codts rise exponentidly.

How long will we continue to frame the world in
terms of Good and Evil? Us and Them? How long
will we e violence and war to resolve conflict?
How will we work toward peace if we do not
address the redl root of the hodtilities? How is it
possble to end a “War on Teror” when the
objectives, such as “to diminate evil”, ae
impossibly broad, smpligic and juvenile? How
long will we dlow the United States to judify this
war with the childish reasons put forth by the Bush
adminigration that other leaders are jedous, insane
or evil? These reasons for war are inaulting, evasive
and destructive. Is the “War on Terror” redly an
excuse to conquer an oil-producing country? Isthis
an imperid war? If it is, | do not want to leave
future generations with the responghility of
addressng the economic, socia, politicdl and
ecologica consequences.

Get
Involved
with
SAAM!
Help define
goals and
activities,
and take
part in those
activities.




